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BETWEEN 
TWO LOVER'S 
AND 
THEIR FRIENDS 
BY THE 


AUTHOR OF LETTERS 


pens to have been written by Vokicxk 
and EL1ZA, 


\ 


Un Amour vrai, ſans feinte & ſans caprice, 
Eft, en effet, le plus grand frein du vice j—— 
Dans ſes liens qui ſcait ſe retenir, © 


Eft honntte homme, ou va le devenir, 
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2 Miſs Delaunois. 


* 


Chelſea. 


My dear Maria. 

E have been to paſs fome days at 
Y Epſom, and Lfound your letter on 
my return, which my Mamma ſays, ought 
to be written in letters of gold. Oh! how 
I want you here to adviſe and comfort me! 
Would you believe it, who ſhould be at Ep- 
ſom aſſembly but my neighbour Miſs Flir- 
ty? By ſome chance or other, ſhe had got 
a title to dance with her, and this circum- 
ſtance fo elevated the lady, that ſhe did not 
only mortify me with her civilites every mo- 
ment, but has alſo written home that 1 
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{ walked about the aſſembly- room quite for- 


lorn without a partner, and was not favour- 


ed with the leaſt notice but ſuch as ſhe af- 
forded me. Now, I really danced all the 
evening, and, I believe, received more re- 
ſpect than ſne; but as it was not unuſual 
with me, I was not quite ſo elevated by it. 
However, I will be revenged of her, and I 
only want ſomebody to enter into the plot 


with me to make my reſentment very diſ- 
agreeable tothe lady.— Her notice! I ſhould' 


de very low indeed, if I wanted protection 


trom the niece of a man who keeps a mad- 
houſe. I am reſolved never to meet her 
again, even if it ſhould be at church, with- 
out returning the mortification. You can- 
not conceive how inſulting her civility was 
to me: ſhe pretended to admire my brace- 
lets; ſaid they were charming; then aſked 
her partner, Don't you think they are 
very pretty, Sir William?“ and burſting 
into a loud, laugh, led her knight away.— 
Do not delay anſwering me for a moment, 


but give me your advice, and meditate how 


I may be revenged effectually on this noiſy 
tool. 

Having given ſome imall vent to my an- 
ger, I am become qualified to make an ob- 
ſeryation or two upon your letter. It is a 
little“ romantic, my dear Maria; but I do 
not doubt your good ſenſe, and, however 
imprudent, your reſolutions were ſerious at 
the time you made them. To love and ho- 
nour 
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ſary duty; but I thin 


no other, way of, proce? 


A806; 

nour parents is ory eſſential and neceſ-. 

it is ſomewhere writ- 
ten in the Bible, that a woman ſhould leave 
father and mother, and every ſpecies of re- 
lation, for the ſake of an huſband: and I 
think, if this moſt amiadle Mr. Coſens 
were to offer himſelf in that character, you 
would begin to fancy there are ſuch things 
as raſh vows, and that the folly conſiſts in 
keeping, and not in breaking them.—Adieu! 
and donot delay a poſt, to adviſe me about 
the ſaucy Flirty.—-l am yours moſt fin- 
cerely, | 


Caroline Barker. 
To, Miſs Barker. | 17 


Ball | 


II is not half an hour, my deareſt Ca- 
A role, ſince I received your letter; and 
am already at my table to give you a 
plan of revenge, againſt your inſulting 
neighbour; which will be effectual in itſelf, 
d to you; and this is, to for- 
give herr ort ſtart, . friend: there is 

eding to give the lie 
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G 
to any falſhoods ſhe may have propagated 


againſt you. To purſue the threats of 
your letter, . would be to follow her exam- 


ple, which you ought to avoid above all 
things. As to the employment of her un- 
cle, it brings no diſgrace to her or to him. 

It is difagreeable, but not diſgraceful, if 
he conducts himſelf with the humanity he 
is reported to do. Human frailty has made 
ſuch profeſſions neceſſary; and, if the per- 
ſons engaged in them, diſcharge their duty 
with fidelity and kindneſs, they are greatly 
to be reſpected, for thus exerciſing a cha- 
racter which generally hardens the heart, 
and where, I have been told, there are no 
ſmall temptations of gain. But after all, what 
is the mighty injury done? A ſtory is told 
which no body will believe. That you 
might be without à partner at a public 
dance, though rather improbable, is not 
impoſſible; but that you ſhould be totally 
unnoticed, muſt be a barefaced falſhood, 
which will not be believed even by thoſe 
whoſe envy may lead them to propagate 
it. Have a better opinion of yourſelf than 
to ſuppoſe; that your real importance can 
be hurt by not dancing at an aſſembly. All 
your reſentment and menaces are beneath 


Fou; and, if, por” hazard, Miſs Flirty 


ould not be the guilty perſon, how ſtrange 
will your conduct appear! Fut, even allow- 
ing her to be the author of this little ſcandal, 


treat; her with yonr ordinary civility, by 
1 15 add ic 
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which you will run no riſque, if this teri- 


ble report ſnould not have proceeded from 
her quarter; and, if it ſnould, you will 
mortity her in the greateſt degree by ap- 
pearing either ignorant of or ſuperior to it. 
Indeed, if a grain of anger was admiſſible 
upon the occaſion, it ſnould fall upon that 
idle, forward, officious perſon, to ſay no 
worſe, who was tale-bearer upon the occa- 
ſion. Read this laſt ſentence again. 

For my part, much as I love you, I 
ſhall be well contented, if I never hear the 
tongue of envy more buſy about you, than 
it has been in the preſent cauſe of your dit- 
pleaſure. By this time, I doubt not your 
little volatile paſſion has flown off; and has 
given place to that good tenſe which will ne- 
ver fail to direct you aright, when you think 
roper to conſuſt it. 53 

As you aiked my advice, I have given it 
to you at large; but I fear your anger will 
be turned from Chelſea to Bath, if 1 do not 
lay ſomething of my friend Mr. Coſens, 
and 1 have a little affair at hand which will 
give me pleaſure in relating. You muſt 
then know, that a man in the low capacity 
of a London porter, was informed by the 
phyſician, that there was no remedy 2 his 
lick wife whom he tenderly loved, but the 
Bath Waters. To the generality of men in 
his ſituation this declaration would have 
been as the warrant of death; and his poor 
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Mal 


Jenay muſt have bent beneath it: But this 
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. 
man, though low in degree, was in reſpect 
to heart, of a very ſuperior order; and he 


did not heſitate a moment in mking a couch 


upon his wheel-barrow whereon he placed 
his ſick wife, and he himſelf wheeled her 
down to Bath in leſs than a week. When 
he arrived, the difficulty of getting into-the 
hoſpital was no inconſiderable one; and, for 
this purpoſe, he applied to our apothecary, 
who has the character of being an humane 
man. He related the ſtory to us, and Mr. 
Coſens calling in the evening, we repeated 
it to him. He ſaid little at the time: but 
the next morning, he ſaw the ſick woman 
conducted to the hoſpital, and, having 
given the huſband five guineas, bid him 
apply to him for more when that was ex- 
ge ernan But this is not all, he perſuaded 
:!s aunt to propoſe a ſubſcription among 
her acquaintance to reward this ſingular in- 
ſtance of conjugal affection. This lady has 


- undertaken the buſineſs, and, if the poor 


woman recovers, this faithful couple will 
be preſerved from diſtreſs during the reſt 

of their lives. „ Tak port aye ty 
Amid all your reſentments and vivacities, 
you know my dear Caroline, how to feel 
ſuch an action, and to give it the full ap- 
lauſe of your heart; and having brought 
it, by this litle relation, to a right frame, 1 
ſhall conclude with aſſuring you, that there 
are few things in this world worth a quar- 
rel; that to forgive is one of the; noblect g. 
CUINIES 
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- culties of the human mind : and that the re- 


turning good for evil raiſes human nature 
to the higheſt ſtate of exaltation. That you 
may attain it is the moſt ſincere wiſh of 


Maria Delaunois. 
To Miſs Delaunois. 


Harbury Lodge. 


SEIZE on the firſt moment of re- 
poſe from a very tedious and fatiguing 
journey, to tell you that I am more than 
an hundred and fifty miles diſtant from you. 
—Gracious Heaven! how full of caprice, 
and what felf-tormentors are the creatures 
thou haſt made! or wherefore, at the be- 


ginning oſ a letter which I roſe before day 


to write, and to ſanctify the morning with 
the thoughts of it, ſhould an 1dea occur 
which will throw a gloom over every part 
of it? It only proves what is the prevail- 
ing ſubject of my heart; and the full, un- 
fullied welcome of my friends has not been 
able to baniſh it for a moment. How joy- 
ful is the ſcene around me; and the only 
perſon who falls ſhort in it, is he who ſeems 
to inſpire it. : 

I do not know if you are acquainted with 
the ruſtic meriment of the Chriſtmas ſea- 
ion, in the hoſpitable halls of country gen- 


tlemen. 
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N 
tlemen. The poets and moraliſts ſpeak of 


rural life but in the more pleaſant and in- 
terreſting ſcenes of the year. The ſpring, 


the ſummer, and the autumn, are the ge- 


neral ſubjects of praiſe. Winter ſeems to 
chill the pen of deſcription, —but in paint- 
ing the horrors of it; nevertheleſs, I be- 
| lieve that rural life has more enjoyments at 
that ſeaſon, than at any other. the prepa- 
rations which are making in this family for 
the uſual feſtivity, are ſuch as frighten me 
from an attempt to deſcribe them. I ſhal! 


only tell you that there are, at leaſt, five 


hundred hearts delighted with the expecta- 
tion of it, will experience the pleaſures of 
it, and poſſeſs a ſubject for agreeable re- 
flection through the reſt of the year. 

Old Mr. Huddleſton has not been in 
London for near thirty years, and 1s entirly 
attached to country amuſements; but ha- 
ving received a very poliſhed education, he 
has the manners, converſation, and know- 
ledge of a gentleman; and, it ſporting 
phraſes did not now and then force them- 
felves into his language, on certain occaſi- 
ons, he might be ſuppoſed not to have lett 
the track of life in which he was firſt initi- 
ated. His Lady is well bred, eaſy, and a- 
miable ; and the young Squire is exactly 
what I ſuppoſe his father to have been be- 
fore he went upon his travels, goodna- 
tured, lively, ſhrewd, and riotous. One 
of the old geritleman's ſubjects for lamen- 

tation 
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tation (and he contrives every day ſome 
how or other to introduce it) is the decreaſe 
of country hoſpitality ; from which he fan- 
cifully-deduces, though not without a con- 
ſiderable mixture of good ſenſe, the en- 
creaſe of luxury and vice, the ruin of indi- 
viduals, and, in the end, the final downfal 
of the ſtate. A b 
He told me yeſterday, with tears in his 
eyes, that, when he firſt came to reſide at 
Huddleſton, there were nine country gen- 
tlemen, within as many miles of him, 
whoſe families formed the moſt agreeable 
ſociety in the world. I always thought,” 
continued he, that hoſpitality was the 
principle virtue of a country lite, and I was 
reſolved to keep it up beneath my roof. My 
tather died,” added he, when I was 
young, and I had been ſo engaged in my 
education, travels, and the amuſements of 
a town life, as to have ſeldom viſited the 
feat of my anceſtors; but when I came to 
ſettle here, after my marriage, my firſt or- 
ders to the old ſteward of the family were, 
to let the lodge keep up its character. This 
he effectually did, and my neighbours and 
friends uſed to lament that it would be im- 
poſſible for my eſtate, as I went on, to hold 
it out above ſeven or eight years. But hoſ- 
pitality,” continued the old gentleman, 
railing his voice, is not a tythe ſo expen- 
five as a town life; and, in ſpite of all their 
prophecies, I have not only preſerved the 


old 
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old family reputation, but have contrived 


to purchaſe four of the neighbouring et- 
tates, to have mortgages upon {ſome others, 


to be 3 in the country, and to have 


been offered to repreſent it: but I hate a 
town life, which has ruined all my ne: ghbours; 


for at preſent I have but two leſt, who, though 


much younger than myſelf, can ſcarce ven- 
ture on horſeback, hut to ride à little in 
their parks on a ſunny day, while there is 
not a gate in the country will ſtop me from 
following the dogs; and I eat, drink, and 
ſleep, as well as ever Þ did in my lite,” — 
Having given you this trait of à character, 
to which you may not have been accuſtom- 
ed, I ſhall, perhaps, amuſe you with re- 
lating the boaſted hoſpitality of his houſe 
at this ſeaſon. _ 5 

The day after Chriſtmas-day, the cere- 
monies commence with a dinner in the 
great hall, to about one third of the te- 
nants and their familes; though they are 
all, in general, admitted in the afternoon 
to dancing, and other interludes, for which 
a large barn is 2 and convenient- 
ly 3 us year a puppet- ſnow is 
to be exhibited; three times every evening, 
and the company dance, play at different 
games, and go to the entertainment alter- 
nately. 'The ſecond day, another diviſion 
dines; and the fame on the third: but the 
evening amuſement are general throughout. 


The fourth day all is reſt; the fifth there 
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a public hunt; the ſixth, the ſervants of 


the family have their day of feſtivity, 
which is paſſed by the Squire, &c. at the 
vicarage. During the remainder of the ho- 
lidays, .the principle farmers give their 
landlord an evening's entertainment, which, 
from the heartineſs, reſpect, ſincerity, and 
honeſt pride of it, pleaſed me more than 
all the reſt, I ſhould not, indeed, forget to 
mention, that, in all this ſcene of feftivity, - 
there is yery ſeldom an example of intem- 
perance or rudeneſs; and the poor, who 
cannot be admitted to partake of the feaſt, 
find a bounteous plenty in the remains of 
It. 

I know it will do your excellent heart 
good to have this pleaſing picture before 
you; and it would enrapture mine to have 
you preſent at it, It is a delightful refleQ- 
ion to an humane mind, that they who, 
throughout the year, live by the labour of 
their hand and the ſweat of their brow, 
ſhould have a ſeaſon for mirth and gaiety ; 
—though the reflection becomes, in ſome 
degree, more ſerious, when we ſee theſe 
children of toil throw more real joy into 
their ſhort-lived recreations, than the power- 
ful, the rich, and the great, can find in 
whole years of eaſe, plenty, and proſpe- 
rity, ET 2 

In a few days the ſurrounding villages will 
be awakened into joy; and, perhaps, in my 
next letter, I ſhall amuſe you with ſome 

further 
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further account of the approaching feſtiv- 
ity. I thought to have written far other- 
wiſe; but chance, perhaps your kind ſtars, 
turned my pen from yourſelf, that this 
per might afford you a more pleaſing ſub- 
ject than the diſcontent of your moſt oblig- 

ed and ſincere humble ſervant, 
i Jonathan Coſens, 


To Sir George Coſens, 


| Dublin. 
Honoured Sir, 


1 N obedience to your commands, I do 
myſelf the pleaſure of writing to you 
from this place, where I have been ſome 
days, On. my firſt interview with Mr. 
Williams he was much affected but has 
recovered by degrees, and now begins to 
converſe on other ſubjects beſides the me- 
lancholy hiſtory of his ſon. He is fill 
robuſt and hearty; and though he is cer- 
tainly not without ſenſibility, his nerves 
are fo ſtrung as to reſiſt the ſtorms of life. 
Perhaps it is a certain pride which ſuſtains 
him, as he has not yet acknowledged any 
art of his conduct to be erroneous. II 

e had been ſo fortunate, he ſays, as to 
have known Leonora's merit, he ſhould at 
preſent have been happy; but as things 

| were 
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were circumſtanced at that time, notwith- 
. ſtanding the fatal conſequences, he is ſatis- 


fied with having acted right. The letter 


he received from Leonora drew tears from 
him, but they were the only ones I have 


ever ſeen him ſhed. His conduct to me 
has been generous indeed : he has granted 
me an annuity of thee hundred pounds a 
year for my life; reimburſed all the ex- 
pences of my little voyages, and preſented 
me with a large purſe of guineas which 1 


Have not yet examined; with a particular 


charge to apply to him in any future wants 
or emergencies. He did not deſire me to 


remain in Ireland, as I expected, but re- 


commended me to accept of your kind 
invitation, as the greateſt good fortune that 
could befal me. 

From an hint ſuggeſted by Leonora's let- 
ter, he is deſirous, if poſſible, of having a 
monument erected to his ſons memory at 
Carlton, or to have his remains removed 
to Ireland; and he deſires me to mention 
it to you. He begs me alſo to add, that 
he formerly had the honour of your ac- 
quaintance, and was in the boat with you 
upon the. river Seine, near Rouen, when 
it was overſet. As I ſhall not ſtay long 
enough to receive an anſwer from you, I 
muſt beg the favour of you to write to 
Mr. Williams, relative to the foregoing re- 
queſt. I beg my moſt ſincere reſpects 4 

tne 
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the family of Bath, and am, your moſt 
__ obliged and faithful humble ſervant, 
. - IF. Freeman. 
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70 Mit Delaunois. 


Chelſea 


KNOW that you are ſuperior to me in 
every-thing; and I never receive a letter 
trom you, but I feel the ſuperiority. You 
are right, my dear Maria, and I am wrong; 
nevertheleſs, ſo perverſe is your poor friend, 
that, with truth and propriety ſtaring her 
in the face, and your letter upon the table 
before her, ſhe has a violent diſpoſition to 
fout and ſneer a little. There is a certain 
imp within me that I know not how to con- 
quer, and if you could inſtruct me in that 
happy art, I would love you if poſſible, 
bt tter than ever. But I muſt change my 
ſubject, or I ſhall have another lecture 

trom you. | | 
Would you believe it, my dear Maria, 
that, in ſpite of all the ſentiment which 
belongs to your ſtory, the ſingle circum- 
ſtance of the wheel-barrow has made me 
die with laughter every time I thought of 
it. This is all folly, I acknowledge; and 
if he had put her into a cart, or taken her 
behind him on horſeback, or upon his on 
back 
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back, I ſhould have been tenderly affected; 


but of all the machines in the world a 
wheel-barrow ſo pleaſes my fancy, that I 
have been very near hyſterics more than 
once. But believe me, my laughter does 


not counteract my humanity, and, how- 


ever I may indulge it, I feel as much as 
other people at the ſtory; and, I doubt 
not, however it may have affected you and 
your ſentimental Mr. Coſens, that it has 


_ called forth ſmiles upon more faces than 
one. Nay, if you will deſire this man to 


call at our gate on his return, you ſhall 
ſee if I do not know how to reward him. 
You will ſay that all this is mere curioſity to 
{ſee a man who wheeled his wife an hundred 
miles in a wheel-barrow : f fo, I ſhall 
pay for it, and that is ſufficient for you. 
—Pray tell me if you have made any 
more pious reſolutions. Ah! my dear 
Maria, I ſhall have the laugh againſt you 
one of theſe days; I ſhall indeed: and may 
the time be near at hand, when in this par- 
ticular, you may feel a moment's confuſion 


| from the raillery of your affectionate. 


Caroline Barker. 


To 
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charmed with your old, hoſpitable ſquire, 


and the others in the iſle of Thanet, nea! 


7 capital farmer, and joined to his own ; W 
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To Jonathan Coſens, Eg. 


7 TROY 


THANK you, Sir, for your letter on 
every account : it gave us great pleaſure 
to hear of your ſafe arrival at the end of 
your journey; and your kindneſs in ap- 
pearing to remember with pleaſure our 
evening parties 1s very flattering. I am 1o 
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that J hope to hear more of him; and | 
could almoſt envy you the pleaſure of your 


. Chriſtmas gambols. | i 


Vou mutt know, I have lived very little in 


| a 
the country, and am not much acquainted! f 
t 


with the cuſtoms and manners of rural life 

either in the higher or lower claſſes of t 
it, but as I have read of them in books, or u 
heard them repeated in occaſional con ver- t! 


ſations. We have, almoſt always lived in f. 


London, or the immediate neighbourhood b 
of it, where ideas of this kind are not to be c- 
collected but from the information of others. M ſe 


However, I am not altogether ignorant ct c 


the matter, as we have pailed part of three 
ſummers inthe country; one at Weymouth, 


Margate. Our little houſe belonged to- 
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that all his buſineſs was tranſacted before 
our windows. I have been preſent at one 
ſheep-ſhearing, and two harveſt homes, 
and danced at them all. I tied up the ſhep- 
herds poſies, and made favours for the hats 
of the ſhearers. Nay, I had a lamb of my 
own, that uſed to lie at my feet, feed from 
my hand, and then heck it out of gratitude, 
I have ſat upon the ſhgaf at early morn, and 
f late at evening hour, and watched the toil 
- of the reaper——But I am a ſtranger 
Ir to the holiday joys of rural life: the tempo- 
0 rary feaſts of harveſt are all I have ſeen, 
when Labour only wears the crown of flowers 
till it fades. 
I do not know whether you have ever been 
in that part of Kent to which 1 allude; but 
a more charming ſpot ſurely is not to be 
found. It poſſcfles all the richneſs of cul- 
tivgtion, with thoſe gentle, waving inequali- 
ties of ſurface, which are ſeldom ſeen but 
where art and taſte have combined to make 
them, and has more than half its circum- 
ference waſhed by the ſea. To behold the 
beauties of harveſt and the magnifi- 
cence of the ocean blended together,—to 
ſee at one moment the waggon laden with 
corn, and the ſhip laden with merchandiſe, 
the one haſtening to the barn, and the other 
to its haven, is, perhaps, as delightful an 
exerciſe to the eye as inanimate Nature can 
give it. If you have never been thete, and 
my poor deſcription ſhould awaken Wur 
Vol. III. K curiofty 
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curioſity to pay it a viſit, I am ſure you will 
thank me. | L - IN 
_ I regret that we ſhall not be there this 
ſummer, though I uſe a word I do not 
mean: for, if my Mamma ſhould be advi- 
{ſed ſea-bathing, ſhe muſt apply to the near- 
eſt coaſt ; and where her 5 and conveni- 
ence is to be found, I am ever the moſt 
happy: for tho temporary objects may give 
me a temporary pleaſure, the great object 
of my thoughts and attentions is that ex- 
cellent parent whoſe couch I will never leave 


till ſhe is borne from it to her grave. 


I am, in a particular manner, to thank 


you for the acquaintance of Mr. Mor- 


gan and his family. He really anſwers 
your deſcription, and his daughter is juſt 
what I wiſhed her to be. She is a valuable 
aquiſition to me, and my Mamma is great- 
y comforted by Mr. Morgan's obliging pro- 
mite, as ſhe is ſeldom able to go to church, 
to read prayers occaſionally to her. Thus, 
Sir, whether preſent or abſent, you are ad- 
miniſtering good to us, like a guardian an- 
gel, who, though inviſible, protects his 
charge from evil, and ſhowers down un- 
known favours upon them. — Our moſt re- 
ſpectful compliments attend you; and to 
hear of your health and happineſs, will, 
at all times, be a very pleaſing circum- 


ſtance to, your moſt obliged, humble 


ſervant, 5 
r Maria Oe 
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To Archibald Williams, Eſq 


| Bath—_ 


My dear Sir, 


T gives me great concern, that, after 
fo long an interval of acquaintance, it 
ſhould be renewed upon ſuch an unpleaſ- 
ing occaſion. I really owe you much, and 
ſtand indebted to you for a life, which, al- 


together, has been. and continues to be a 


very happy one. On my return 'to En- 
gland from my travels, I made immediate 
enquiry after you, and, from undoubted 
. 9 5 as I thought, was informed that 


you were dead. Indeed, I was ſo convin- 


ced of it, that, though I continually re- 
flected on the circumſtance which endeared 
your memory to me, it never occurred to 
make an enquiry, whether, as you bore 
the name, you were at all connected with my 
former friend. Perhaps, the turning my 
mind as much as poſſible, from an event 
which I ſhould be glad to paſs over in fi- 
lence, might prevent K. 6 I, 
Indeed, I cannot but, at preſent, conſi- 
der myſelf as very unfortunate in having 
no other commands to execute for you, but 
ſuch as are affecting to every-one concern- 
ed in them, It would, I think, be highly 
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imprudent to erect a monument to the me- 
mory of Mr. Williams, in the place where 
he died; but if you wiſh to have his re- 
mains removed to Ireland, it may be very 
eaſily done, as my nephew had the precau- 
tion to order them to be encloſed in a lead- 
en coffin. If this ſhould be your pleaſure, 
it ſhall be done in the beſt manner poſſible. 
—T am very glad to hear, by Mr. Free- 


man, that you enjoy a good ſtate of health, 


the continuance of which 1 moſt ſincerely 


| wiſh you. In expectation of your com- 


mands, I remain your ſincere friend and 
obliged humble ſervant. 


% 


- 


To Miſs Delaunois. 


Harbury Ledge. 


| OUR elegant epiſtle finds me in 
that health its writer ſo kindly wiſh- 
es me, but not quite in that ſtate of happi- 
neſs which would fatisfy her. bencvolence. 
The jollity of the place however ſuitable tv 
the perſons engaged in it, is rather too boiſ- 
terous for me, though it is neither polluted 
with indecency, nor diſgraced by intem- 
erance. If my viſit had not interrupted 


my Bath ſatisfactions, it would have been a 


very pleaſant one: it was mal > propos, and 
KEE I wiſh 


hey 


George Coſens. 


© Ef Ae « 7 4 * 


ee, ee eee, eee 


Pi oil OW 2 IO ͥ RR A * © 


5 


( 213 ) 
T wiſh myſelf back again, in ſpite of 
the kindneſs, attention, and reſpect, which 
is laviſhed upon me by every body. 
The entertainments have been exact to my 


| _ deſcription, only the firſt night the Squire 


and Mrs. Huddleſton began the dance, as uſu- 
al. Ifollowed witha bouncing farmer's daugh- 
ter; and the young Squire came next, with 
another of the ſame make and complexion. 
This compliment being paid, the company 
were left to purſue their amuſement at their 
cn." 

O heavens! why are you not to be in 
Kent this ſummer? that I might pay you a 
viſit in your village, and fee your lamb at 
your feet, and lay me down by the fide of it. 
What a picture !— but did it not die when 
you left it behind? and thus preſerve itſelf 
trom the ſacrilegious knife of the Butcher. 
— By the bye, I faved a young hare from 
the jaws of deſtruction, and, having been 
its preſerver, I took it into my head, I 


2 ſhould rather ſay into my heart, to be alſo 


its protector; and, as if it were ſenſible of 
my ſervices, the little creature is become 
tame and feeds out of my hand. Should 
you be fond of ſuch an animal? Tell me fo, 
and it ſhall accompany me to Bath to call 
you miſtreſs. By ſuch an act, I ſhall make 
full amends for having aſſiſted in deſtroying 


ſo many of its ſpecies. 


Hunting turns out to be a very animating 
exerciſe: I purſue it with no ſmall pleaſure, 


if 
\ 414 ) 
and ſhall, I believe, inſtitute ſomething ot 
an hunting equipage at Carlton. The de- 
lirium of it is charming, and the returning 
home to blazing fires, a plentiful board, and 
a chearful company, adds not a little to the 


delights of it. You and your harpſichord 


would be an inexpreflible addition to our 
evenings, and, I believe, would ſuperſede 
all the reſt. —But I muſt have done! The 
hounds and horns call me away !—This 1s 
a ſtrange adieu; and with this letter my in- 


terval ofreaſon concludes. In another hour, 


I ſhall be animated by the tumults and cry 
of the dogs and the hunters. But whether 
I ſkirt the hill, or ſink the vale, I ſhall 
think of you.—lIn the language of he poet, 


Amid the chace on every plain, "I 
- The tender thought on thee ſhall dwell, 


. * 12 1 
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To Jonathan Coſens, Eig. 


Bab. 


II is true 1 am beginning my letter in 3 


very intereſted manner; but I ſhould be 
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charmed with the hare, if it were poſſible Þ 
to bring it ſuch a long journey without 
greatly incommoding you, — ani it ſhall be 
9126 a companion 
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a companion to my tuttles. The lamb, in 
whoſe fate you intereſt yourſelf ſo tenderly, 
loſt his innocence, and grew ſo wicked that 
he was ſentto join the flock and ſhare the 
fate of it. I have a ſcruple in confini 
animals againſt their nature; but when they 
have been rendered incapable of ſupportin 
themſelves, and poſſeſs that tameneſs whic 
makes them contented in their cage, I am 
diſpoſed to be attached to them; and I] flat- 
ter myſelf, if the little hare arrives ſafe, 


that he will find himſelf = y in my care. 


While you are in the m ot joke, gam- 


bol, and merriment, I am not without my 


paſtimes. I have my dependents alſo : you 


will wonder, perhaps, who they can be ?— 


They are a large congregation of robins 
whom the hard weather has driven from 
the neighbouring gardens into ours, where 
they Eng food in plenty, which I ſcatter for 
them every morning. I have alſo ordered 
the ſummer-houſe door to'be left open ; and 
I hope the poor little confidential birds will 
avail themſelves of the ſhelter. | 
Exerciſe, and the free air of the hills have, 
hope protected you from the contagious 
cold which is ſo univerſal here, that " 10s 


a perſon has eſcaped it but ourſelves.—Be- 
lieve me,. I ſhould be well pleaſed to accom- 
pany, with my muſic, the ſocial chorus of 
the hunters, and to hear them ſing the glo- 
nes of the day. It is true, that a great ma- 
ny tender things may be ſaid about the cru- 

| es K 4 _ elty 


( 216 ) 


elty and unmanlineſs of driving a poor little 
flying animal to deſtruction; but I think, 
in nature, there is 3 e animating 
than the cry of hounds hen we were at 
Weymouth, I have frequently heard them 
both near me and at a diſtance: nay, once, the 
whole chace paſſed within a few yards of 
me; and I felt, at the time, no ſmall par- 
ticle of that delirium which the eager ſportſ- 
man enjoys. 

I was about to conclude, when, caſting 
my eye u 7 the date of my letter, I pro- 
ceed to add a very fincere and honeſt wiſh, 
that the year which will be commenced ere 
this — is opened — you, may be pro- 
duties of all the happineſs you deſerve; 

and that every ſu ing year of your life 
may confirm and encreaſe it I am 
your moſt obliged, humble ſervant, 


MD—. 


To | 
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To Miſs Barker. 


My dear Caroline, | 


AY the votive offring of the year at- 
tend you through every part of it 


Oh! may itnot ſtopthere, but encreaſe with 


ur encreaſing years; and when your ear- 
| age is paſt may your future wiſdom aſ- 
ſume the charms of your prefent beauty, 
and make you as lovely in age as you are 
in youth !—Theſe are the wiſhes of your 
fond and faithful friend. 

I am not diſappointed at the manner in 
which you treat my reſolutions: it is ſome- 
thing, however, to make them. You. 
thought, I ſuppoſe, that your text of Serip- 
ture would entirely ſilence me: but you have 
given a wrong, and rather a wanton: inter- 
pretation; for the command of entire con- 


| Jugal attachment and duty, preſuppoſes the 


aving a huſband already ; and this very 
circumſtance authoriſes my reſolutions, ag 
it proves the = gate 9g of conjugal to thoſe 
of filial duties —As I am determined to 
continue in the exerciſe of the latter, I that} 
not enter into engagements which would 
interfere with them. * 
K 5 If 
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If you laugh at me and my anecdotes, 
as you have done at the laſt, I ſhall not 


eaſily forgive you. However you may deſ- 
piſe the idea, the poor faithful huſband, 


. With his wife and his wheel-barrow, de- 


ſerves more reſpect than many a great man 


with his numerous retinue. I think the 


ladies ought to ſubſcribe, and have his ſta- 
tue erected in ſome public ſquare, as an 
example to all huſbands. When you mar- 


ry, my dear Caroline, may you find an 


2 fidelity and affection in the partner 
of your joys and ſorrows! 

The world here is afflicted with an epi- 
demical cough: I hope you and yours have 
eſcaped it. Pleaſure is arreſted in her pro- 
preſs, and finks beneath the contagion. 
Mr. Coſens is gone into Nottinghamſhire to 


hunt, ſo that I have no intereſting amuſe- 


ment for you from that quarter. 

By this time I truſt, with the aſſiſtance 
of the cold weather, that your reſentments 
are chilled at leaſt, if not forgotten. I beg 


my dear girl not to accuſtom herſelf to 


have them; they are very bad companions, 
and, if once encouraged, will mingle them- 
ſelves in all your feelings, and burſt forth 
upon trifles which are beneath the notice of 
children. Promote rather every-thing that 


is friendly and peaceable: pity misfortune, 


forgive injuries, enjoy virtue, and be hap- 


C 2 . 


n eee 


y. Farewell! I hope your fire burns 
with the ſame chearful blaze as mine. It is 


a comfort 


* 


your moſt ſincere 
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a comfort to have ſomething that will ſmile 


warmth upon one, when the world looks 
wintry, and the cutting blaſt is upon the 
hill. —— Once more, adieu In the cold 


fits of life, you will ever know where to 
find a friendly warmth in the affection of 


OI 


Maria Delaunois. 
Re To Jonathan Coſens, Ei 8 
Batt 


F you have not already broke your 
neck, this letter will find you, I hope, 
alive and well: if it ſhould have happened 


- otherwiſe, as Mrs. Rowe is no more, and I 


have not the art of writing letters to the 
dead, my trouble will be thrown away. 
However, as the buſineſs is begun, I may 


as well go on with it. 


By this time, I ſuppoſe, you are a per- 


fect Nimrod, and that my wild-gooſe of 


a Godſon has perſuaded you to be a ſportſ- 
man; but I muſt defire you not to think 


of bringing a noiſy, yelling pack of dogs, 
to diſturb. our peace, and ſpoil the farmers 


hedges, as uſed to be the caſe when poor 
Coſtard was alive, who, with halt-a-dozen 
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curs and a lame horſe, or two, uſed to 
diſturb the whole country ; and this he cal 
led hunting. He was an honeſt poor hum- 
drum; but, God reſt his foul! he is dead; 
and, as my brother. was fond of him, 1 
ſhall ſay no more. Indeed, he 1s fond of 
other people who merit it no more than 
poor Coſtard: but Heaven bleſs him! he 
is always finding out ſome unaccountable 
None-ſ{uch to govern and lead him aſtray. 
I ſuppoſe wicked George has made you 
believe that ours is a fine ſporting coun- 
try. If he ſays fo, he is a blockhead ; and, 
if you believe him, you are wofſe; as no 
rt of the kingdom can deſerve ſuch a 
charger where immediate aſſiſtance is not 
to be had in caſe of a misfortune. With 
the reſt of your hunting apparatus, if you 
ſhould have it, I beg you will provide a 
ſurgeon to ſet broken bones; for if an ac- 
cident ſhould happen to any of the poor 
people, you know very well that I do not 
trouble myſelf about you, there is not a 
bone-ſetter to be had within twenty miles of 
us, I 3 will take theſe things in- 
to your conſideration, and not endanger 
my peace with the apprehenſions of bro- 

ken arms, legs, and necks. OS 
Now you are at a diſtance, you will be 
ſo good, my dear Sir, as to remain there. 
All our world is diſordered ; your uncle is 
not quite well; and I have this new- fangled 
malady to ſuch a degree, that 1 3 
2 make 
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make any- one hear me, or even hear thy- 
felt. I beſeech you, therefore, not to re- 
turn to mortify me with your florid checks, 
and your loud voice; wr to put every 

you meet out of countenance with your vu 
gar health. I ſuppoſe your tone is raiſed 
three degrees, by converſing with old Hud- 
dleſton: if ſo, in keeping pace with you at 
preſent, which I certainly would do, I 
might break a blood veſſel. Keep away, 
therefore, or you will certainly occaſion 
the death of your affectionate aunt, 


Catharine Coſens. 


—— 


To Miſs Delaunois. 


Harbury Ledge. 


HOUGH I propoſe to leave this 
place to morrow, and ſhall be at 
Bath almoſt as ſoon as the letter which I am 
writing, it is impoſſible for- me to wuhſtand 
the impulſe of thanking you for your votive 
compliments of the ſeaſon, and to return 
them with a warmth which is inexpreſſible. 
At the ſame time I cannot but expreſs my 
happineſs, that the prevailing cold has ſpared 
ou, and, like the deſtroying angel, while 
e ſmote the Egyptians, paſſed over the fa- 
voured of Heaven. 


In 
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curs and a lame horſe, or two, uſed to 
diſturb the whole country; and this he cal- 
led hunting. He was an honeſt poor hum- 
drum; but, God reſt his foul! he is dead; 
and, as my brother. was fond of him, 1 
ſhall ſay no more. Indeed, he is fond of 
other people who merit it no more than 
poor Coſtard: but Heaven bleſs him! he 
is always finding out ſome unaccountable 
— to govern and lead him aſtray. 
I ſuppoſe wicked George has made you 
believe that ours is a fine ſporting coun- 
try. If he ſays fo, he is a blockhead ; and, 
it you believe him, you are wofſe; as no 
rt of the kingdom can deſerve ſuch a 
charger where immediate aſſiſtance is not 
to be had in caſe of a misfortune. With 
the reſt of your hunting apparatus, if you 
ſhould have it, I beg you will provide a 
ſurgeon to ſet broken bones; for if an ac- 
cident ſhould happen to any of the poor 
people, you know very well that I do not 
trouble myſelf about you, there is not a 
bone-ſetter to be had within twenty miles of 
us, I 1 will take theſe things in- 
to your conſideration, and not endanger 
my peace with the apprehenſions of bro- 

ken arms, legs, and necks. | 
Now you are at a diſtance, you will be 
ſo good, my dear Sir, as to remain there. 
All our world is diſordered ; your uncle is 
not quite well; and I have this new-tangled 
malady to ſuch a degree, that 1 * 
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make any- one hear me, or even hear my- 
ſelf. I beſeech you, therefore, not to re- 
turn to mortify me with your florid checks, 
and your loud voice; and to put every-bod 
you meet out of countenance with your vu 
gar health. I ſuppoſe your tone is raiſed 
three degrees, by converſing with old Hud- 
dleſton: if fo, in keeping pace with you at 
preſent, which I certainly would do, I 
might break a blood veſſel. Keep away, 
therefore, or you will certainly occaſion 
the death of your affectionate aunt, - 


Catharine Coſens. 


—_— 


To Miſs Delaunois. 


Harbury Ledge. 


HOUGH I propoſe to leave this 
lace to morrow, and ſhall be at 
Bath almoſt as ſoon as the letter which I am 
writing, it is impoſſible for me to wuhſtand 
the impulſe of thanking you for your votive 
compliments of the ſeaſon, and to return 
them with a warmth which is inexpreſſible. 
At the ſame time I cannot but expreſs my 
happineſs, that the prevailing cold has ſpared 
your and, like the deſtroying angel, while 
e ſmote the Egyptians, paſſed over the fa- 
voured of Heaven. * 0 68 | 
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In the hurry of concluding my laſt letter, 
[I was prevented from expreſſing my fatis- 


faction that you find Mr. Morgan what I 


deſcribed him to be. He is a man of real 


learning, a fine taſte, and an excellent heart. 
An honeſt, conſcientious man of much in- 


ferior talents and erudition might fill his 
preſent employment with equal utility : I 
ſhall think it no ſin, therefore, to take the 


firſt oppo tunity of ſnatching him from 
thence. My unclehas a living of very con- 
ſiderable value in his neighbourhood, the 


incumbent of which is on the brink of the 
grave. This preferment will be preſented 
to Mr. Morgan, who will, thereby, have 
his income encreaſed, and his time in a 

eat meaſure his own, While we, in re- 


turn, ſhall find in him an excellent neigh- 


bour and friend. But this deſign of mine 


is a ſecret to him, and l muſt beg the fa- 
vour of you to let it remain ſuch till I car- 


him the'preſentation in my hand. His 


family are like himſelf, and J am diſpoſed 


to think I have done a good deed in mak- 


W known to one another. 


This is a fine ſporting country but the 


ſeaſon of the year will ſend me back to 
you without any addition to my ſtock of 
landfcape ideas. The winter is not with- 


out its beauties, but they do not appear to 


« % - 


advantage on paper, or on canvas. There | 


was a Conſiderable fall of ſnow on Monday ; 


* 


laſt, and ſome proud cedars oppoſite to my 4 
window 


— 
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window are fo covered with it as to poſ- 
ſeſs a ſilver foilage ; and as the wind ſhakes 
the branches, they. ſhed a filver ſhower, 
which, meeting with a faint ray of the ſun, 
becomes a temporary object of inexpreſſible 
beauty. ' 

Though the pleaſure of writing to you 
is a very ſincere one, I ſhall be moſt glad 
to reſign it for that of converſing with you; 
which, in a few days, will, Lhope, be the 
happy privilege of, your moſt obliged, &c. 


J. Coſens. 


To Jonathan Coſens, Ejq ; | 


Monday Afterneon—— 


E have juſt heard ſome very ſtrange 

and extraordinary reports con- 
cerning you which, though we do not 
comprehend them, are ſufficient to make us 
uneaſy. My Mamma deſires the favour of 
hearing from you, or ſeeing you in the ev- 
ening, to diſſipate our alarms. 


M. D. 


( 
b f, Delaunois. 


Monday Evening 


Am under an engagement which I can- 
not. ſet aſide even to wait upon you. 
'The buſineſs in. which I have been concern- 
ed has made no little noiſe in Bath ; and 
will extend itſelf further, as it is thought 
adviſeable to inſert the whole tranſaction in 
the news papers. I will explain matters 
more fully to you to-morrow morning: at 
preſent I have only time to tell you, that, 
croſſing the Circus laſt night after having 
left the rooms, I heard a lady call for help 
from a ſedan- chair, and at the ſame time I 
ſaw a young man, genteely dreſſed, ſtriking 
the top of it with his cane, while heexpret- 
ſed himſelf in very abuſive termsto the per- 
ſon within. The chairmen ſtood aghaſt: how- 
ever, that was not my caſe, for I ſeized the 
gentleman with all my force, and gave him 
a very violent fall over the poles, from 
which, I believe he'did not immediately 
recover. I then ordered the chairmen to 
conduct the lady home all with poſſible ex- 
pedition, and I walked by the fide of the 
chair. She lived but in Gay-ftreet, fo that 
a very few minutes brought us there; = 
tne 


1 
the moment ſhe had entered the parlour, 
ſhe ſunk ſpeechleſs upon the ſofa. When - 
ſhe was brought to herſelf, I explained the 
affair to a lady who came to her aſſiſtance. 
I then took my leave and returned home, 
thinking to hear no more of the buſineſs, 
but, perhaps, from the politeneſs of the la- 
dy's family. However, the four encloſed 
notes will tell you that I was miſtaken, and 
explain the concluſion of the matter. I 
have only to thank you again.and again for 
the very kind and flattering intereſt you take 


in, 


| AA 
20 Jonathan Coſens. Eſq. 


Tuefday Morning, 6 U Clock. 


R. — preſents his compli- 
ments to Mr. Coſens, and hopes to 
e the pleaſure of meeting him to mor- 
row ing on Claverton-Down, at 7 
o'Clock. The inſult Mr. O'Clary receiv- 
ed laſt night makes this demand neceſſary. 
4 Mr. Coſens is deſired to bring his friend and 
- to come armed with ſword and piſtol, Mr. 
1 O Clary will wait for him near the Planta- 

tion 


1 

tion, attended and accoutred in the ſame 
manner. He has alſo ordered a poſt- chaiſe 
and a ſurgeon to attend, in caſe of any ac- 


cident that may make immediate flight and 
immediate help neceſſary. 


To——O'Clary, Ejq. 


1 8 Tueſday Morning, 8 Clock” 


Sir, 


HAVE this moment received your 
note, which very much ſurprizes me; 
as I little expected to have heard of you, 
but as a penitent for having inſulted a lady : 
nor had I the moſt diſtant idea that you 
would have ventured to addreſs me, but as 
a perſon whom you ought abundantly to 
thank for having prevented you from car- 
rying the iaſult further. The contents of 

our meſlage are ſo terrible, that I am not 
fafficienty maſter of them, or of myſelf, 


to anſwer you with / propriety. By noon 


you ſhall have my determanation; which 

will not be intruding upon the time ſuffici- 

ent to prepare the neceſſary apparatus. In 

the mean time, Sir, Iam, w 
Your kumble ſervant, 2 

| Jonathan Cafens. 

To 


an 
To 
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To Jonathan Coſens, Eſq; 


Tueſday Noon, Five Minutes paſt 12 by the 
- Clock at the Parade Coffee- Hiuſe, 


T is now paſt twelve and I have receiv- 
ed no anſwer from you: however, at 
all events, I ſhall reſort to the Down at ſe- 
ven o'clock to-morrow morning, and wait 
two hours. If you do not Rink proper 
to appear in that time, or to aſk my previ- 
ous pardon, you will certainly be ſpoken 
of in all public companies accordingly, by, 
your humble ſervant t. 
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Sir, 4 75: rerty- 


1THOU T entering into any 
obſervation upon your nice man- 


ner of calculating time, I muſt inform you 


that I am juſt returned from ſeeing the 
125 3 ; Kamil ily 
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family of the lady you treated in ſuch a 


ſcandalous manner. She refuſed, it ſeems, 
to dance with you. In the hearing of ma- 
ny people you then threatened to be reven- 


ged of her, and this revenge was to alarm 
and infult her in the ſtreet on her return 


E. , : - | 
The riſquing my own life, or the taking 
away that of another perſon, is a thing 
which I ſhall never be brought to do. It 1 
ſhould be guilty of an injuſtice, I ſhould 
be willing I truſt, to make the moſt pub- 
lic ſatisfaction, If I receive it, I know how 
to forgive, or, if the public is concerned, 
to have recourſe to the laws. At the ſame time 
1 know how to defend my life, if any one 
ſhould be ſo raſh as to attack it. In 9 4 
opinion, Sir, this language may mark me 
for a coward; but he who dares withſtand 
che tide of * prejudice, faſhionably 
folly, and falſe honour, ſhews more cou- 
rage than the expoſing himſelf to the attack 
2 of ſuch a renowned perſon as your- 
elf. - 5 FS 
I ſhall not meet you, Sir, to-morrow 
morning, according to your invitation; I 
would alſo adviſe you to go the contrary 
| bus to that you propoſe, and to make all 
ible haſte, as the mayor will, in a very 

— hours, have ſigned a warram to appre- 
hend you, when a ſecurity will de demand- 
ed for your good behaviour, which it will 


not, perhaps, be in your power to find. 
— Ty hat 


r PEE ION 


r 
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That I may never hear from you again, un- 
leſs you are become a reformed and a bet- 
ter man, is the ſincere wiſh of, 


Your humble ſervant, 


Jonathan C ofens. 
To Miſs Delaunois. 


5 $1 | Chelſea 


E LL my dear Maria, I have had 
my revenge, without running the 
leaſt 8 of diſgracing myſelf. I have 


neither ſneered nor ſmiled, nor done any- 


thing I ought not to do. But kind Fortune 
has ſtood my friend, and I have triumph- 
ed more completely than my moſt angry 
fancy had ever ſuggeſted to me. Her 
boaſted Baronet has been at our aſſembly, 
and, what is more, came on purpole to 
dance with me. However, I bore my tri- 
umph with moderation, and did not fo 
much as throw a look towards my Epſom 
patroneſs to ſee her dying with mortifica- 
tion. | | 
My partner is a genteel, well behaved 


* 


young man; but, if he had been without 


an head, I ſhould have been contented with 
him. He is a Sir William Singleton, and 
Þ | report 


* 


— 1 * 
. 0 2 - 
.£ at 


— ——— 


— 
” 8 — * 
K2— . —4ũũ . Rs 7˙— r — — b — _ . * 
8 — 2 - — 
— ——— — N 0 — 
2 — = py — ®.. va ikea” — 20 — 
2 > 222 — — - 


— 


ID 


-=- — 


* 

: 
0 
_ 
ö fo 
* 
i 
'F 
4 
* 


1 
7 
| ” 
1 
* 


6 
ſ 
? 
; 
| 


02 


> - 
” 2 —— — —— 
1 — —— 
CS — — 


( 230 ) 
rt ſays very rich, but he is not quite 

of age. He aſked my Mamma's permiſhon 
to viſit us, which ſhe readily granted. I 
think he might have made the propoſal to 
me, but, you will ſay, it was a mark of his 
5 ſenſe and good breeding and all 
that. ö 

Now that this detr action againſt me is ſo 
fully contradicted, and without my appear- 
ing in the matter, I am more convinced 
than ever, that all your advice has been 
perfectly right; and I will keep it ſafe for 
any future occaſion. I meet Miſs Flirty 
as uſual, without aſſuming the leaſt ſuperi- 
ority : nay, I am hardly angry with her; 
2 am not certain, if I do not pity 

34 ? "4 | 

We have news from India, and, in Ma 
next, my Papa will return, loaden, 
hope, with the gold and diamonds of it. 
My Mamma is beyond meaſure happy, and 
carefſes me more than ever. A new coach J 
is ordered, and a perſon is commiſſioned to 


8 — 5 — RS £AC aa. 2 


look after a large houſe in ſome of the hy 
{quares. All this wears a good appearance, 9 


does it not? Surely we ſhall not always 
be ſeparated from each other. Your wiſh 
es are too warm not to render me grateful ; 
but too happily expreſſed for me to aim at 
making any other declaration, than that, 
during this and every other year of my life, 
I ſhall be your moſt affectionate 

orphan tata oe 
18 es 9 


62) 


W Dr. Lancafter. 


- 


. Bath—— 
My dear and reverend Sir, | 


H E incloſed papers will inform you 
of the conduct of our boy, in a mat- 
er which has made no little noiſe here; 
and you will perceive that he has acted in 
a manner worthy of himſelf and us. The 
family of the young lady have outgone 
common gratitude in the ſenſe they enter- 
tain of their obligations to him. Their 
name is Bramſton, and they live in your 
county ; but 1t never occurred to me. and 
I am ſurpriſed at it, to aſk them if they 
knew you. They forced a promiſe from 
Jonathan to viſit them in the ſummer, 

which he will do after he has been to 
his duty to you. They are, I am told, a 
very worthy, reſpectable family, and 1 
hear fo great a character of the young lady, 
that I almoſt wiſh Jonathan may view her 
with a favourable eye. I don't know how 
it is, but he is not ſo ſmart among the 
young women as his uncle was at his age: 
hut you will excuſe me. | a7 
Me are to leave this place much ſooner 
than I intended, and to return home by 
2 \ | way 


— 
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way of London. An eftate, which I have 


lon anxiouſly wiſhed to purchaſe, as it 
will unite my two p N eſtates of Carl- 
ton and = letoft, has lately been offered 
to me, the A are ſettled. 
This buſineſs will carry me to town once a- 
gain; and for Mr. Coſens it may have turn- 
ed out pleaſant enough. We all unite in 
beſt regards to you and yours. Multos & 
felices is the old claſſical compliment at this 
ſeaſon of the year, and 1 deſire you to ac- 
cept it from, 


== . | 
L > Your very obliged 
And ſincere friend, &c. 


George Coſens. 


To Sir George Coſens. 


blit— 
0 dear Sir, 2252 9 
Cc 


F any-thing could leſſen my concern for 1 

the ſubject of this correſpondence, it 9 
would be the information, that a perſon, | 
for whom I had ſo great N in the n 11 


port of my life, is * ing health, —_— Fr 
: 


Ur, 
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and every kind of worldly proſperity. It 
was the death of my brother which I ſuppoſe 
has mifted you; and the buſineſs in Thich 
that event involved me, for a great number* 
of years, kept me continually in Ireland, 
and prevented my ſeeing any of my old ac- 
quaintance, but ſuch as their affairs or 
amuſements led to Dublin, and they were 
very few indeed. In truth, I had ſo much 
to do in recovering an almoſt ruined eſtate, 
and in ſecuring a diſputed one, that I had 
no leifure to turn my thoughts from home. 
However, I have been ſo fortunate as finally 
to effect both my purpoſes ; but this agree- 
able event did not happen till the deſire of 
change was dead in me, and that all my re- 
lations and acquaintance were confined to 
this kingdom. | 

It is ſome years ago ſince I ſaw it declar- 
ed in the public prints, that you were to be 
N to ſome principal embaſſy; and 
if that intelligence had been confirmed, I 
ſhould have done myſelf the pleaſure of wri- 
ting to you upon the occaſion : but being in- 
ſormed that you choſe a private and retired 


| Ration in preference to the honours of a 


court, I thought the renewal of ſuch a diſ- 
tant friendſhip as ours would only be trouble- 
ſome to you. 

As to the melancholy office which you 
propoſe to undertake, I cannot but accept 
it. If you ſhould think it neceſſary, Mr. 
Freeman has promiſed to convey the re- 

Vor. HI. L mains 
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mains of his friend to me; and I ſhall con- 
ſign them, with much grief, to the tomb 


where I ſhall ſhortly repoſe myſelf.— That 


gentleman deſerves much of me, and I hope 


you think I have given ſufficient proofs of 


my eſteem for him. I have no means of 
provi myſelf grateful to you for your 
indneſs, unleſs your nephew, who, I am 


told, is one of the moſt accompliſhed young 


men of the age, ſhould be induced, by his 
curioſity, to travel into this country ; when 
I would give him every proof in my power, 
ſhould 1 be living, how much I efteem 
any-one who belongs to you, and with what 
ſincerity and reſpect I am, | 


Your obliged and faithful friend, 


Anthony Williams. 


C235 ). 
To Anthony Williams, Eſq. 


| | B34. 
My dear Friend, | 


Return you many thanks for your kind 
and obliging letter. My nephew alſo is tru- 

ly ſenſible of your goodneſs. to him. I am 
roud to fay, that he is what I fuppoſe the 
avourable opinion of Mr. Freeman hath re- 
58 him; and if ever he ſhould turn 
is wiſhes towards Ireland, I ſhall be moſt 
happy to recommend him to ſuch a protec- 
tion as yours: in return, any commands 
with which you ſhall be pleaſed to honour 
me, ſhall be faithfully obeyed, and any 
friend of yours, who ſhould travel into the 
North of England, be moſt welcome to me. 
Mr. Freeman, by this time, muſt be ar- 
rived at Carlton ; and my ſteward has re- 
ceived orders, upon his arriyal, to take the 
moſt immediate ſteps to remove your ſon's 
remains. I have not deſired Mr. Freeman 
to attend them as I am ſure he will do it, 
and I wiſh to let himShave the entire merit 
of paying this laſt tribute to the memory of 
his departed friend. While we live, my 
dear Sir, (for we both begin to be pretty 
E © at far 


| ( 236) ) 
far advanced in life,) I hope occaſionly 
to hear from you on more pleaſant ſubjects. 
We ſhall not, in all. probability, ſee one 
another any more; but I ſhould be ſorry, 
if you did not join with me in promoting 
ſuch communications as chance and time 
have left us; 1 am, as I have the greateſt 
reaſon to be, 


Your moſt fincere friend; 


And obliged humble ſervant, 
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To Leonora. 


' Port Patrick. 


My dear Madam, 


1 RATHER withed to have the plea- 
ſure of hearing from you before I took 
up my pen to write to you: but I could 
not delay the pleaſure I know it will afford 
u to be informed, that I have ſeen Mr. 
illiams, and beheld him weep over your 
epiſtle. He felt all the force of it; and I 
have it in commiſſion from him to tell 
— that there can be no wiſh of your 
eart which is not equally the deſire of his 
Ong. ::; .-- | | | 
I have this day performed the laſt duty 
in my power to our unfortunate, dear, and 
ever-lamented friend, by convoying his re- 
mains to the ſhore of Scotland. I attended 
them on board the veſſel, which I quitted 
with feelings too poignant for me to ex- 
preſs. Mr. Williams waits on the oppoſite 
coaſt to receive and accompany them to the 
family ſepulchre in the North of Ireland, 
where there will be a place for your aſhes, 
when your life ſhall have attained its peri- 
od. But I truſt, that, by your own wiſ- 
dom, and the ſoothing attentions of thoſe 
| L 3 excellent 
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excellent friends with whom you are to paſs 
your days, you will at length poſſeſs a ſe- 
rene and tranquil ſatisfaction which may 
accompany you to old age. 

Mr. Williams has more than fulfilled" 
your requeſt in regard to me: I am made 
comfortable and independent. Truly hap- 
py 1 can never expect to be; for the ſame 
remembrance which may give ſomewhat of 
a gloom to your days, will aſſuredly throw 
a cloud over mine. If my preſence ſhould 
at any time be neceſſary to you, long as the 
Journey may be, I would leave my peacea- 
ble home to obey your commands. This 
is what is due to your unparalleled excel- 
lence, and your unparalleled misfortunes. 
My departed friend claims it from me, and 
he ſhall be ſatisfied. —To hear, my dear 
Madam, that you have any proſpect of 
happineſs, will do me good ; but to know 
that you are, by the favour of Heaven, 
making near approaches to it, will moſt 
effectually eſtabliſh that of, | 


- Your ſincere and affectionate, 
Humble ſervant, 


. Freeman. 


Db 


it dare not riſk: I therefore waved _ 


a a few paces of you, and not far from m 


'or diſcontented moment. 
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: To Miſs Delaundis. 


Devizes. 


H E ceremony of a formal adieu I 
. could not bear, and the effects of 
1 


leave of you till I had arrived at the fir 

ſtage of my journey; which is painful to 
me, though 1t bends towards the metropo- 
lis, which I have never ſeen, and has long 
been the object of my warmeſt curioſity. 
But ſo it is, that I think I could be well 
content to paſs to the reſt of my life within 


friend Mr. Morgan, without one reſtleſs 


Your commiſſions ſhall be moſt faith- 
fully executed, and I feel a great comfort 
in having them. Permit me to preſent my 
moſt grateful acknowledgments to Mrs. 
Delaunois for her goodneſs to me. In eve- 
ry part of my life I ſhall conſider the hours 
I have paſſed under her roof as very hap- 
py ones. If I flatter you my heart deceives 
me; but however fallacious it may prove 
in the other concerns of life, it muſt be 
true to the great object and miſtreſs of it. 

_ If 


—_ 


* * g 
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If I have faid too much, forgpye me: my 


— tell me I have not ſaid enough ; 
they are yet diſſatisfied ! 
J. ens. 
To Miſs Delaunuis, 
Chelſea. 


> O'U thought, 1 ſuppoſe, that you 
hod done a very cunning thing, in 


ſurpriſing us with the appearance of your 
My. Coſens. Yeſterday morni 
ed a very polite note from him, brought 
- by a: ſeryant covered with lace; and, in 


ng I receiv- 


the afternoon, we had the pleaſure of ſee- 


ing him: 1 ſay pleaſure, for it was a real 
one, and my Mamma and myſelf are both 
of us in love with him; but, alas, to our 


mortification, he is, moſt aſſuredly, in 
love with you. We have a thouſand a- 
eeable omens for you; and I would now 


- moſt willingly aſſign the day for my nupti- 


als, at all events, to be the ſame which 
will look bright upon yours: I would, in- 


- deed, in ſpite of all your reſolutions upon 


the ſubject. 
a My 


ſerted in the news-papers. 


G | 
My knight has been to ſee us twice: he 
is a very agreeable, modeſt, well-informed 


young man; but a little too ſerious. He 


begged permiſſion to introduce his mother 
to our acquaintance ; and my Mamma, to 
be truly polite, took me with her, the day 
following, to call upon Lady Singleton. 
She has a noble houſe in Cavendiſh Square, 
received us in a moſt elegant manner, and 
ſaid the handſomeſt things in the world to 
me. I was delighted with my viſit, and 
— 4 to look upon Chelſea with real diſ- 
ain. i 
Is it becauſe there is a little jealouſy in 
the ſubject, that you have not written a 
word of the Bath affair which has been in- 
Mr. Coſens 
certainly behaved to admiration, and deſer- 
ved an eulogiam from 'you, whoever the 
fortunate lady might be whom he protect- 
ed. I deſire you will make amends for this 
neglect, by telling me what fine things he 
writes of me; for it is impoſſible but you 
muſt communicate your tender feelings to 
each other, and deplore the miſeries of 
abſence ——Pray how do your turtles? Oh 
the affectionate animals! they muſt be 
dearer to you than ever——And the little 
leveret their compamon——to be ſure, 
there never was any-thing ſo careſſed as 
he is. Pray tell me where did you get 
the pretty animal? but I will laugh at 
you no longer. — 0b, my dear Maria, 
1 , _— what 
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what a time this would be for us to be to- 
gether! What communications you would 
receive from your moſt faithful 


Caroline Barker. 
To Mili Da. 


Curzon-Street / 


Suſpended all my curioſity to obey your 
commands. The day after my arrivalin 
town, I did myfelf the honour of waiting 
upon Miſs Barker; and if London poſſeſſes 
many things as charming as ſhe is, I ſhall 
no more wonder at the crouds which reſort 
to partake of its pleaſures. If you had not | 
been conſcious that my heart was guarded 
by ſome other influence from tender im- 
preſhons, you have acted a very unfriendly 
t in the introduction of me to your very 
dangerous friend. I very ſoon perceived 
tliat you had lived much together: ſhe has, 
at times, much of your manner, and ſome- 
thing of your looks; and it is this circum- 
ſtance, perhaps, which made me ſo ſenſible 


of che danger Iurking about her. She wants 


nothing, but what time and a little experi- 
ence will produce, to make her one of the 
moſt 
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Moſt c 8 young women in the world. 
She ſpoke of your virtues with ſo much 
warmth, deſcribed your beauty with ſo 
much diſintereſtedneſs, boaſted of your 
friendſhip with ſuch an honeſt pride, and la- 
mented your ſeparation with ſo much ten- 
derneſs, that I could have worſhipped her. 
Before I had been an hour in the houſe, 
I found myſelf one of the family ; and when 


your drawings were opened, which had 


hitherto been politely delayed, and had 
been warmly admired, Miſs Barker ran away, 
like a lapwing, for the frames, and, giving 
them to me with an air of the moſt friendly 
freedom, begged me to arrange them. 1 
ſet\about the buſineſs as if I had been in my 
own chamber; and, having done it, was de- 
ſired to diſpoſe them in the room which they 
were toadorn. Igave my hand to Mrs. Parker ; 
the young lady preceded us with the draw- 
ings in her arms, and we aſcended two pair 
of ſtairs to a room where the pictures were 
ſoon diſpoſed of; and I was indulged with 


my afternoon's regale (for you know tea is a 


very great one to me) in this elegant little 
cabinet. There I remained till I was aftiam- 
ed to find I had ſtayed ſo long; but I really 
never r three hours more agreeably in 
my life, except ſome which I have known 
at Bath Thus it is, that, wherever I go- 
my happineſs is the gift of your goodneſs 


= 


The piano forte did not add a little to 


my 


4 
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entertainment ; and I left the ſociety of my 


friends much flattered by a very kind decla- 
ration that a repetition of my viſit would be 


perfectly agreeable to them whenever it 


ſhould be ſo me. Grateful to them and to 
you, I returned home to complete the ſatis- 
faction of the evening, by giving you an ac- 
count of it. Good night to you. May your 
pillow be ſoſt to your cheek, and your 
dreams as the viſions of a good ſpirit ! - 


Yours moſt trul y. 


J. Coſens. 


To 


s 
To Jonathan Coſens, Eſq. 


e Hiſlip Parſonage. 
My dear Sir, 4 1 


IIR Gorey has been ſo kind as to ſend 
me the Bath paper which contains 
every particular of the diſpute with Mr. 
O'Clary. Your conduct, in every circum- 
ſtance of it, receives my full applauſe. Mr. 
Bramſton's family ſpeak in the higheſt terms 
of acknowledgement to you. I have not 
the pleaſure of knowing them; but the phy- 
ſician, who attends poor Mrs. Lancaſter, is 
their intimate friend, and he has repeated 
to me their relation of the affair, with their 
ſentiments upon it. There is nothing ſo plea- 
fant ſo honourable, and, oftentimes, ſo uſeful 
to perſons, even of the higheſt rank as to have 
the good report and friendſhip of worthy and 
reſpectable people; and I doubt not but you 
wil 7 the number of thoſe who love 
rr nenen e 
It is a matter of no ſmall aſtoniſnment to 
me, that the buſineſs of duelling does not 
yield to the common ſenſe of mankind; and 
that it does not is among the many proofs of 
the influence of Faſhion. Courage is ** 
1 ay” 
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of the queſtion ; and every man who falls 
in a duel, is a victim facrificed at the altar 
of that all powerful demon. abs 

The duelliſt riſks the killing of thoſe to 
whom he is bound by the ties of Nature; 
which is an inhumanity. He puts himſelf 
in imminent danger of being killed ; which 
is a kind of deſpair. He takes upon him to 
do juſtice for himſelf; which is deſpiſing 
the laws and of courſe, an act of injuſtice. 
He protefles to renounce forbearance, pa- 
tience, and charity; which is to renounce 
chriſtianity. He commits. theſe crimes for 
the moſt frivilous reaſons ; which is a real 
folly. He plainly ſhews a greater regard to 
his own intereſt than that of the public; 
which 1s againſt every principle of true cou- 
rage and all this, without conſidering the 
conſequences in a future ſtate to himſelf 
and his antagoniſt, becauſe he is not able to 
reſiſt the influence of Faſhion. You well 
remember how much I dwelt upon this ſub- 
ject in your ſtudies on the Gothic ſyſtem 
and manners; and, without any imputa- 
tion of your good ſenſe, I flatter myſclt, 
that the principles I then laid down have had 
their influence in your late conduct, which 
redounds fo much to your honour. 

I ſhall add nothing further, but that ! 
look with impatience to the time when you 
will once more honour my roof with your 
3 the eyes of poor Mrs. Lancaſter 
brighten for a moment, as ſhe expreſſes her 


PT hopes 
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hopes to ſee you again before they are cloſ- 


ed for ever I remain your moſt affecti- 
onate . 


Thomas Lancaſter. 


To Miſs Delaunois. 


Curzon Street. 


HE reaſon of my writing to you 
again, though I had that pleaſure but 
two days ago, will, 1 am ſure, juſtify the 
liberty I have taken. Laſt night an account 
arrived of the death of the clergyman 
whom I mentioned to you as the incumbent 
of that living which is now Mr. Morgan's. 
The preſentation will accompany this let- 
ter; and I ſend it by expreſs, which is not 
only the ſafeſt way, but will make that wor- 
thy man happy ſome hours ſooner than the 
poſt. I have encloſed it to you, becauſe it 
will receive grace from your delivery of it, 
2 afford your ſpirit a conſummate plea- 
ure. | | 
You will be ſo good as to tell my friend, 
that the living is four hundred pounds a 
year, and in a very improveable ſtate, with 
an admirable houſe, garden & c. The ſituati- 


ON 


6 

on is very pleaſant, and the whole pariſh 
belongs to uncle, who has a fine old 
ſeat in in. There is another circumſtance 
which I doubt not will enhance its value, 
which is its vicinity to Carlton, the diſtance 
being a pleaſant ride of about five miles. 
You will deſire him not to write to me, 
but to my uncle, on the occaſion: I am alrea- 
dy too much rewarded by the buſineſs to 
require any thanks from him ; and too much 
intereſted in having him for a neighbour, to 
ſuppoſe the obligation more than mutual. 

- London appears to be a moſt wonderful 
place; but I cannot prolong this letter to 
give you an obſervation upon it. I ſhall 
only aſſure you with what real regard I am 
your moſt obliged + 5 


o - 


Fe Caſens. 
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To Miſs Barker. 


O I am in loye—Alas! my dear Caro- 
\ I line, if that were the caſe, I ſhould 
not have preſented my ſhepherd to ſuch a 
formidable rival as yourſelf; nay, if your 
opinion had the leaſt foundation, I ſhould 
not have been ſo diſintereſted as to write to 
you with the preſent ſatisfaction, after hav- 
ng received a letter from him which is full 
you. He deſcribes you with little lefs 
than rapture, and tells me of the afternoon 
he paſſed with you as one of the moſt de- 
lighrful of his hfe: nevertheleſs, I feel not 
the leaſt mortification ; on the contrary I 
am charmed with the eulogium which I have 
received of my friend. 


We = 


Tell me, my heart, if this be love! 


"You are now convinced, I „ how 
fooliſh it is to fret and make yourſelf unha 
y about the little, nonſenſical chit-chat of 
ittle neighbourhoods. Be ſuperior to it 
when you hear it; but, as much as is in 
your power, never hear it at all: and ſhould 
you once ſuffer your. waiting-woman to. be 
the bearer even of favourable reports, ſhe 


To | will 
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will ſoon have an improper influence over 
you. grow impertinent, and oblige you to 
diſmiſs her: when ſhe will entertain her 
next miſtreſs with every circumſtance rela- 
tive to you; and, 1f ſhe has been a confiden- 
te, ſhe may have many things to tell, which, 
however trifling in themſelves, it might be 
diſagreeable to have repeated. Never liſten 
to any report that 1s diſadvantageous to an- 
other; or, if politeneſs ſhould render it ne- 
ceſlary, take care never to join in it. Thus 
your acquaintance will not only be diſcour- 


aged from Tg upon ſuch ſubjects with 


reſpect to others, hut they will be checked 
in their diſpoſitions to do it with reſpect to 


yourſelf; and the little envious nonſenſe 
which may be ſpit forth at 2 not hęin 
a 


known to you, will be the ſame as if ith 
never been. They who live in the world 
muſt ſubmit to the taxes of it, and calumny 


is one of them, Let others poſſeſs the ſplen- 
dors of life, and mingle with the gay and 


gaudy throng! May heaven grant me that 
tranquil retirement, where envy cannot find 


me, and the tongue of falſehood cannot 


reach me!—this is the continual prayer of 
your 


Maria Delaunois. 


| 

| 
10 
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J Mr. Freeman. 


My dear Friend, : 
T is with the greateſt pleaſure that J 
2 commence a correſpondence which will 
be one of the melancholy comforts of my 
future life. I have been arrived here a 
week, and received every mark of kind- 


neſs from my friends that the beſt and ten- 


dereſt hearts could beſtow. They are in 
poſſeſſion of ſingular happineſs and proſpe- 
rity, nor does it a little diminiſh my griefs 
w ſee that they are free from the trouble of 
em. | 
Their invitation to you is ſincere; and, 
if the ſtorms of life ſhould overtake you, it 
is a great privilege to-have ſuch a refuge. 
Mine, I hope, are almoſt over ; and Heaven 
ſeems to be weary of afflicting me. I begin 
to taſte ſomething of a 2 pleaſure 


[ ſay a fearful one, as I ſuſpect it to be a 


treacherous one; and I ſhall ſail with cau- 
tion upon the ſmooth, uncertain wave, 


which may tempt my ſhattered bark, to in- 


gulph it. | | 
L regret that I am at ſuch a diſtance from 
you as to exclude the hopes of ever ſeeing 


. you 
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you again. An epiſtolary correſpondence, 
however, will, in ſome degree, ſupply this 
ſatisfaction: friends may ſtill entertain a 


pleaſing intercourſe, and tell one another of 


their regard, though ſeas and gulphs and 


mountains ſeparate them. I defire to hear 
a very particular account of yourſelf; how 


you are ſettled, where your lot is, with 
every circumſtance of it. Deſcribe me your 
houſe; give me the characters of your 
friends and acquaintance: tell me of any 
good that may attend you, and give me an 
opportunity to rejoice: hide not from me 


any evil that may befal you, that I may min- 


gle my tears with yours, Any thing and 


every thing will intereſt me that concerns 


you; and once a month I ſhall expect a 


r from you. I am afraid you will find 
but 


a poor return in my anſwers to them 

but you have never yet acted from intereſted 

views, and your generous mind will not nar- 

row your benevolence when it is exerted 
towards the wounded heart off 


Leonora. 


| 
| 
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To Jonathan Coſens, Eſq. 


NEVER fat down to my writing-table 

with fo much pleaſure as at this. mo- 
ment, when J am to acquaint you that your 
commands are executed, and to thank you, 
very much indeed, for having employed 
me in the pleaſing and honourable commiſ- 
ſion. The whole was a ſingular ſcene of 
joy not unattended with many tears of de- 
light and gratitude. There is a deſire, a 
power, and a manner of doing good, 
which are ſeldom united, but when it fo 


happens from the perfection of benevo- 


lence. I need not, Sir, explain it to you; 
for you poſeſs it, and have afforded a very 
bright example of it. I conſider you as 
the high-prieſt at the altar, and myſelf, as 
the miniftering damſel, to pour forth the 
oblation. Mr. Morgan and his family are 
48 happy as you can wiſh them, and I ſhould 


imagine, by this time, Sir George Coſens 


has received the tribute of their gratitude. 

In making me the diſtributer of your 
kindneſs, you did me an honour: I am ſure 
you meant to do+ me a pleaſure; but, pro- 


bably, 
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bably, your friendſhip did not look farther 
to the conſequences, which I have reaſon 
to think will be of great importance to 
me. | IS 
You know of my mother's uncertain ſtate 
of health, and the other day ſhe. was fo 
ill for ſix hours together, that I ſent for 
Morgan. It was a paroxiſm of pain which 
ſoon paſſed away: however, happening to 
ſay, among other things, during the courſe 
of my alarm, that as my parents were 
foreigners, when my mother died, I ſhould 
be left alone in the world, he told me that 
his houſe would ever be open to me as to 
himſelf ; and that he, as well as his whole 
family, would think it an honour to be my 
humble ſervants at all times, and upon all 
occaſions. Though the death of ſuch a pa- 
rent as mine would be afflicting beyond 
expreſſion, I feel a ſingular ſatisfaction in 
knowing that I have theſe excellent people 
for ſincere and ſteady friends. I have alſo 
an additional comfort, that it will be in my 
Power to reward them. My dear mother's 
life hangs by a very ſlender thread; I ſhall 
therefore, not be wholly inattentive to 
thoſe arrangements which will be neceſſary 
to me when I ſhall be left alone; and, in 
this manner, familiariſe myſelf to an event 
which muſt. happen, as well as prepare 
myſelf to ſupport the ſeverity of it. 
But, to get away from ſuch a mournful 
ſubject, I aſſure you that my Chelſea friends 
795 1 return 
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return your good opinion of them with 
equal warmth. If I could turn my thoughts 
for a moment from the many filial duties 


which claim my attention, I ſhould wiſh to 


be one of your afternoon party. It is 
ſomething however to be the means of pro- 
curing ſatisfaction to others; and that I 
have been able to accompliſh ſuch a plea- 
ſing deſire in the introduction of you to m 

friends, is a very delightful reflection. We 
deſire yon to receive our ſincere reſpects; 
any better return for your kindneſs cannot 


be offered to you by, your obliged humble 
ſervant, 


Maria Delaunois. 


: a 
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To Miſs Delauncis. 


Curzos Street.. 


'FF THANK you moſt ſincerely for 

your obliging letter. Praiſe has a new 
odour when 1t comes from you, and begets 
4 greater. anx1ety to obtain it. I wiſh. you 
alt happineſs; and, as ſo much of it de- 
pends upon the life of Mrs. D—, I hope it 
will be prolonged while ſhe herſelf can wiſh 
it: nevertheleſs, I cannot but find a plea- 
ſure in the proſpect that I may, ſome time 
or other, ſee you in the neighbourhood of 
Carlton. What a delight it would be to 
lead you through the ſcenes which your 
pencil has traced, to improve them by 
your taſte, and to reſign the naiads of the 
ſtream, and the dryads of the wood, to 
your direction! It would be too great a 
pleaſure, and I know not how to indulge 
the hope of it. 

This London is a place that ſeems to u- 
nite every-thing in itſelf, and appears to be 
_ exhauſtleſs. I paſs the morning in ſeeing 
_ every-thing which is to be ſeen in a morn- 
ning and in the evening I have recourſe to the 
Theatres, the Opera, or ſome public aſſem- 
bly. I have attended Mr, Garrick W 
85 as 


Italian 


- ſongs that I ſhould ever wiſh to hear 
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has acted » he is wonderful, as you told me 
I ſhould find him, but particularly when he 
repreſents the characters of Shakeſpear. 1 
have heard feveral of HandePs oratorio's 
with a pleaſure not to be expreſſed. The 


ra does not pleaſe me; at leaft, 
am not ſuffictently accuſtomed to it, to 


forget the nonſenſe and ridiculouſneſs of it. 
The orcheſtra is a fine one, the dances 


magnificent, and the audience brilliant; 
bur in three different as which 1 con- 


ſtantly attended, there were not above —. 


But there is a difference between ſ 
and jovial nonſenſe, or it would be * 

donable in me to be delighted with a an- 
tomime : notwithſtanding the folly, ridicu- 
louſneſs, and nonſenſe of Harlequin, he 
does fo many furpriſing things, introduces 
you _ fuch new ſcenes, and leads you on 
with ſuch an amazing raptdit x tt 

muſic, through ſuch - . of 
events, that I am forry when his frolics are 

over. Never having ſeen a pantomime be- 
fore, nor having any idea of it, you may 
conceive my aſtoniſhment at the exhibition 
of Harlequin Sorcerer: I declare, for the 
time, I was unable to think or ſpeak, from 
the downright ftupidity of reis —But 


L have a little article of news, which per- 


haps may pleaſe you. 
My aunt, you muſt know, had engaged - 
me to dine with one of her partieular 
Vor. III. NM n 
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friends, where I was to meet with ſuch a 


girl as I had never ſeen. She had met her 
by chance; for five minutes, and was in 
raptures about her. My curioſity, which 
you have helped to quench in theſe: niat- 


ters, was not very alive upon the occaſion: 
however, ſo much was faid, that, if you 
had been in town, I ſhould, moſt certain- 
ly have expected the pleaſure of ſeeing you. 


My aunt inſiſted upon my dreſſing more 
than uſual, nor was ſhe content till I was 


glittering with embroidery. Accordingly, 
when we arrived at Lady Singleton's, 
where the party was made, whom ſhould 
I ſee, on the entering the drawing room, 
but your lovely friend Caroline Barker ; 
and I had no ſooner paid my reſpects to 
the company, than ſhe began, in her man- 
- ner, to rally me for not having been at 
Chelſea but once during the laſt week, and 
ſo on. Lady Singleton ſtared; my aunt 
was all aſtoniſhment; and, happening to 
turn my eyes towards Sir Charles, I ſaw 
he. was completely miſerable. However, 
after a g eal of laughter between your 
Vir friend and myſelf, we ſuffered an e- 
clairſſiſſement to take place. I took care, by 
a gentle whiſper, to tet the Baronet at his 
eaſe; and, I very believe, that a better 
diſpoſed company did not that day ſet down 
to dinner, in any city of Europe. We all 
went to the opera together, where Lady 
Singleton took on opportunity to inform 
N men 
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me of her ſon's paſſion, and I gave her that 
account of your friend which determined 
her to approve and promote it. It will be 
a match ; and a very good one on both 
ſides. Sir Charles is not a brilliant man ; 
but he has an excellent heart and a ſolid 
underſtanding. I have known him ever 
ſince we were children, and I have no 
doubt but he will become a character of 
conſideration. He is very rich, and his 
mother is a moſt excellent woman, who, to 
all the elegance and dignity of high life, 
adds the homely virtues of a private ſtati- 
on. My aunt and Lady Singlton were e- 
ducated together, and have preſerved a 
friendly correſpondence ever ſince. Miſs 
Barker cannot be united to a family of 
more worth and reſpect; nor with a fairer 

oſpect of wealth honours and happineſs. 
133 this muſt, for the preſent, be a 
ſecret between us; for the following day 
the ſame company dined with us, and as I 
was ſtanding by Miſs Barker, my hand and 
hers happened to be ſo near together as to 
give her an opportunity of honouring mine 
with a very friendly ſqueeze, and, on my 
alking her the deſign of that bribe, ſhe 
whiſpered me, not to tell Maria of our 
parties.” You muſt not therefore betray 
me, or think I deem lightly of ladies fa- 
vour. I knew that I ſhould afford you a 
ſincere pleaſure in this little relation ; but, 
beſides, it is, ſome how or other, no com- 
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mon ſatisfaction to unboſom myſelf to you, 
and to pour the contents of my heart, as it 
were, into your lap, whatever they may 
be. The ſame party is to dine at Chelſea - 
to-morrow, and to go afterwards to Rane- 
lagh. Your fly friend took an occaſion. to 
whiſper me ſarcaſtically, that there auted 
nothing but a certain Bath lady to make our 
meetings co ; and ſhe then applied 
her fan to the ſide of her noſe, and caft a 
look at me which made me ſigh, 

My uncle has left town for fome time ; 
my aunt remains behind to fee her old 
friends, and I ſtay to amuſe myſelf and at- 
tend upon her. We ſhall follow him in a 
few days, and before you will have tune to 
write to me again. I muft, therefore, be 
deprived of that great pleaſure, till I know 
where I ſhall be, as our immediate deftina- 


tion is not fixed; but I believe we ſhall re- 
turn by the way of Shropſhire,, to viſit 


Doctor Lancafter, of whom: you have heard 
me ſpeak fo often with delight and venera- 


tion —Þ-| bid you adieu with regret, and 


] never finiſh my letters to-you, but with 
the feelings of a votary who has juſt made 
his offering at the altar of Virtue. As fuch 
receive the ſincere eſteem of, your moſt 
obliged and faithful humble ſervant, 


J. Cofens. 


To 


N15. 


To 
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To Miſs Delaunois. 


chef — 


Suſpect, my dear Maria, that your cun- 
ning Mr. Coſens tells you every- thing, 
and I ſhall never forgive him, if he has an- 


ticipated the ſubject of this letter. Your 


Caroline is in a fituation the moſt honour- 
able, the moſt flattering, and the moſt pro- 
ang, that can be imagined, and never- 
theleſs ſhe is not happy. She wants you to 
confide in; ſhe wants you to converſe with, 
and to ſooth the hurry of her ſpirits, which 
are agitated to ſuch a degree, that ſhe hard- 
ty knows what ſhe ſays or does. In ſhort, 


Mr. Coſens waited upon us yeſterday mor- 


ning with propoſals of marriage from Sir 
Charles Singleton. He prefaced his errand 
with a moſt admirable eulogium of his 
friend, which he delivered with the grace 


of an angel; and then preſented a paper to 


my Mamma, who, having read it, replied 
that the propoſals were generous beyond 
ex pectation; and that, although my father 
was not returned from the Eaſt-Indies, ſhe 
ſhould venture, from, a conſideration of the 


circumſtances, to give her full conſent : 


M 3 but 


loſsto us all. However, I have a lover, 
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but added ſhe, there is another perſon to 
be conſulted, and Caroline's ſentiments on 
the matter muſt determine my final anſwer ; 
for which purpoſe, continued ſhe, 1 ſhall 
leave her with you, that ſhe may, without 
reſtraint, declare to you the feelings of her 
heart.” Having faid this, ſhe left the room, 
and had ſcarce got into the hall, when I 


haftily followed her, clung about her, and 
burſt into tears. She immediately became as 


much affected as myſelf, and dragged me 
ap the ſtairs after her, till we got into my 
dreſſing- room. Mr. Coſens followed us, 
and in about half an hour, with a great 
many tears, much confuſion and ſome little 


laughter, I deſired my Mamma to ſay Yes 


for me; and the ambaſſador left us imme- 
diately to carry the happy tidings, as he 
called them, to his friend. - 

In the afternoon, Lady Singleton and Sir 


Charles arrived with Mr. Coſens and his 


aunt. The buſineſs was talked over, and 
every-thing agreed upon, except the wed- 
cling-day, which is to be delayed till my 
Pappa returns, and he is expected in about 
a month—Heigh-ho !—and I have been left 


alone with Sir Charles and did-not find 


courtſhip ſuch an aukward thing as I ex- 


pected. 


Mr. Coſens and his aunt, who is the moſt 
leaſant woman I ever ſaw, are to leave 
3 in a few days, which will be a great 


and 


1 
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and ſuch an one as my heart could wiſh, 
and I ſhall be very, very rich, and have 
fine houſes, and parks, and carriages, and 
horſes, and cloaths, and a title into the bar- 
gain : nevertheleſs, I am not happy, and 
cannot ſleep, and know not what I do or 
fay. Why is all this? and wherefore does 
Log (ak bring ſuch ſtrange troubles with 
y Mamma laughs at me, and perhaps, 
you will do the ſame ; but, Ibelieve, if I 
do not recover my tranquillity foon, I ſhall 
have a violent fit of illneſs of ſome ſort or 
ner.. | eva trill) 141 
All this morning the houſe has been beſieg- 
ed with milliners, mercers and mantua ma- 
kers, and my eyes are quite tired with looking 
at ſilks and laces and gold muſlins ; for it 
ſeems now, according to my Mamma's opini- 
of the matter, that I have not a ſkirtin my - 
_ wardrobe which you were uſed to call an 
extravagant one, fit for me to wear. Well, 
all this hurry muſt have an end; and I 
hope, when I write again, that I ſhall have 
recovered my ſenſes, and be reſtored to 
that careleſs, eaſy ſprightlineſs, which you 
have ſo often been pleated to admire in your 
moſt affectionate Ts 


Caroline Bar ker. 


To 


( 264 ) 


Ti ; Miſs, Barker. 


Ba. 


VERY joy attend you, my deareſt 

Caroline] and may the fun never 
ceate to ſhine upon the charming ſcene of 
happineſs that awaits you! Heaven has been 
very bounteous to you, and to the loveli- 
neſs of beauty and excellence of underſtand- 
ing it has united the treaſures of fortune 
without a preceding heart-ach, and with a 
fair proſpect of rational happineſs. I doubt 
not but your gratitude will be conſpicious 
in the wiſdom with which you will perform 
all the duties of your approaching ' ſtation. 
— | hope you are already free from 
thoſe pleaſing, painful agitations of ſpirit 
which you repeat as your complaints. 
Theſe are only the tremors of happineſs, 
that will ſoon ſubſide and leave your heart 


at reſt to feel an undiſturbed fulneſs of ſatis- 
faction. | | 


Young, and beautiful, and rich, and ti- 
tled, and in a world like this! Oh! how 
the dangers are; and how many flowery 
ſnares will be laid in your path ! Think not, 
my charming friend, that I wiſh to mov 
bog 4 


(253 ) 
the lighteſt cloud acroſs your preſent joy : 
my heart achs, when I refſect that my 
friendly counſels may interrupt it for a mo- 
ment, But ſhall reſtrain my pen, and 
ſhall only make one requeſt to you; it is 
an important one, and well worthy of your 
conſideration—it is not to indulge a mo- 
ment's idea of living ſeparate from Lady Sin- 
gleton. Such a guide will happily direct 
the firſt years of your married life, and pre- 
ſerve you from the errors which unexperi- 
enced virtue may commit, and from the 
pains which virtue never fails to ſuffer from 
the ſcourge of repentance. She is the mo- 
ther of the man you love,—who will be 
ſhortly yours. She will have a right to re- 
ceive from you the duty of a relation to her, 
and you will receive from her the affection 
of a mother. Your own parents will remain 
the reſpectable counſellors of your youth. 
You cannot be guilty of an intentional er- 
ror, but by confulting the oractes which 
Heaven has given you, the accidental er- 
rors of life will hardly be committed by 
Ou. - 

l Vour future huſband, whoſe excellence 
has been deſcribed to me in the higheſt co- 
lours of praiſe, is very young, enamoured - 
of you to exceſs, and indulgent: to every 
wiſh of your heart, and will want, in no 
{mall degree, perhaps, the very aid which 
is neceffary to yourſelf. To perſons who 
marry very young—there is ſuch a tt ingas 
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upon ſuch a ſubject as is now 
- hut the untoward circumſtances and events 


Hy the flow and gentle inſtructions o 
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infantine matrimony—the - leading: ſtring 
and the go cart are as requiſite, it I may 
- uſe the expreſſion, to give firength to wil- 

dom, and to guide diſcretion, as to direct 
our feet in the helpleſs period of natural in- 


fancy. This reflection may not have oc- 
curred to you; and I hope you will truſt to 
my word, and not be converted to my opin- 
10n by any melancholy experience. Now, 
leſt I ſhould err in this, as ] do daily in other 
matters, I beg of you to ſhew this letter to 
your mother, to Lady Singleton, and to Sir 
Charles, and hear, with an attention reſolv- 
ed to profit their ſentiments upon the mat- 
ter. The little advantage I have over you 
with reſpect to age, hardly allows me the 
right of giving you counſels, particularly 
fore us ; 


of life frequently anticipate that knowledge 
which the proſperous and happy oy know 

unem- 
bittered experience. May you never have 
any other ! and may the roſes which adorn 
your way to the temple of Hymen retain 
their fragrance to the ſepulchre of Death 
This, and every other wiſh that the tender- 
eſt friendſhip can offer, I beg you will ac- 
cept from your moſt faithful and affection- 
ate. | Hs 


Maria Delaunois 


Tg 
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Jo Miſs Delaunoas. 


Cariton- Ha 


— . 


HAVE been returned to this place 


but a few days, and ſeize the firſt mo- 


ment of repoſe from the civility of my 


country friends, to enter upon a buſineſs 
which has preſſed for ſome time upon my 
heart, and is the great, nay the only object 
of it. | 

I preſume it cannot have been poſſible 


for you to have ſhut your eyes againſt my 


ſenſibility to your charms and virtues, how- 
ever your good ſenſe might turn them from 
it. My looks, my words, my. pen, all told' 
the ſame tale; or they could not be faith- 


ful to their ſource, Which has long been 


wholly yours. I thought it, however, ex- 
pedient to try myſelf, and to diſcover what 
abſence, and a variety of new objects and 


occupations, would do, before I ſhould: 


venture to make the declaration which-now 


ſwells my heart. Theſe have only ſtrength- 
ened my affection, and more firmly rivet- 


ted your image in my breaſt. I am now 


conſcious, that 1, in ſome degree, merit 
L b | . you; 
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you, not from a be e of myſelf to 
[ 


you, but from a belief that I am capable of 
loving you as you ought to be loved. On 
this 1dea I am emboldened to aſk your per- 
miſſion to propoſe you to my uncle as his 
future niece. : 

I ſhall add no more. For ſome time 
paſt I have laboured with an extreme agita- 
tion; at this moment it encreaſes, and, I 
fear, will ſuffer no remiſſion till I receive 
that anſwer from you, which will give fun- 


' ſhine or ſhade to the future life of your e- 


ver faithful and moſt ſincere 


Jonathan Coſens. 


To 


To 


( 269 ) 
To Jonathan Coſens, Ez: 


Bath—— 


O U deſerve, Sir, every return of 
gratitude and candour from me: it 
becomes me, therefore, with the moſt ſin- 
cere ſenſibility of your goodneſs, to tell you 


that I had made a refolution, before I knew 


you, a moſt folemn one, that prevents- me 
from conſenting to the propoſal you have 
done mc the very great honour to make me. 
—] am reſolved never to marry while my 
mother lives—If you know me at all, you 
will be convinced that nothing will be able 
to ſhake my purpoſe. This moſt excellent 


— deſerves all the attentions I can give 


r; and, while ſhe remains in this world, 
ſhe ſhall have them free from the obſtructi- 
ons of any other duty. Her watchful never- 


ceaſing care for me, with the anxitey at- 


rending it, has, I fear made thoſe mroads 
upon her health and ſtrength which render 
her daughter ſonece-Tary to her. You know 
ſhe is, in a great :+<gree helpleſs: the in- 
ability of her right hand, which the waters 


do not promife to reſtore, makes it abfolute- 
Iy neceſſary for the common bufinefs, as 
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well as the comforts of life, to have ſome 
confidential perſon continually with her; 
and who ſo proper to adminiſter to her, in 
every reſpect, as one who does, and ever 
will do it, from a ſenſe of duty and the ſen- 
timents of affection? She is alſo incapable, 
unleſs very ſeldom, of paſſing over her 
threſhold: Itis highly fitting that her home: 
ſhould have every poſſible comfort; and 
how ſmall a ſhare of it would be left be- 


hind, if her child were to-forſake it,, whoſe 
preſence alone, as ſhe is pleaſed daily to 
expreſs herſelf, is ſuperior to all the ſoci- 


ety in the world! Would it not, therefore, 


be unpardonable, nay, would it not be 
criminal, an leave her, at the cloſe of life, 
unable to aſſiſt herſelf, to the care of ſtran- 
gers, who muſt be bribed by money into 
Lindnefs, and, if we ſuppoſe. them to be 


- 


the beſt, could not, during an year mani- 


feſt that tenderneſs, and give that comfort 
which an affectionate child would throw in- 


to the office of a moment? Were I to do 
this, even amid the honours which I have 
no right to claim, and thſoe riches which I 
have no right to expect, even in the moſt ele- 


vated moments of proſperity, the thoughts of 
that tender mother at a diſtanee from me would 


not ſuffer me to enjoy a peaceful moment. 
Ihe chief part of her life, when ſhe was 
capable of enjoying pleaſure, ſhe ſacrificed 
to me: It is. neceſſary I ſhould make the 
ſame return; though hitherto, it has been 
no. ſacrifice, but the moſt pleaſing = all 

utiles 


. 
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duties. It may be ſaid, hwever that a 
kind huſband will ſoon remove every obſta- 
cle. Let us ſuppoſe her then, after the 
nuptials of her daughter, to be till livin 

with her, and every thing ordered, wit 

the ſtricteſt care, for her comfort and ha 

pineſs. This, ſurely, is placing matters in 
the moſt favourable light; and this would 
not content me. I ſhould then have cares 
which would continually call me from her. 
The duties of a wife, a miſtreſs, and of ſo- 
cial life, not forgetting. thoſe, if, in my 
turn, I ſhould become a mother, would ne- 
ver ceaſe to turn my attentions from her. 
It is impoſſible but this tender parent, from 


whom I have never been ſeparated half a 


day together, muſt languiſh in my abſence. 
It is true, ſhe could ſuffer with pleaſure, 
for my fake; but while ſhe lives, ſhe ſhall 


never have a languiſhing moment that I can 


chaſe from her:—nay, may I be forſaken 
by Heaven, if I forfake the beſt parent that 
ever lived, when from ſickneſs and ſorrow 


ſhe cannot move a ſtep forwards without my 


ſupport! My purpoſe is not to be ſhaken: 
— I will devote myſelf to her alone, till 1 
follow her to the grave, 


There is but one motive which could 


force me to change my reſolution,, and that 
does not, and, I believe, will not exiſt; 1 


mean neceſſity. By the favour of Provi- 
dence our fortune is, for us, an ample one ; 
and, whenever I am left alone, I ſhall, at 
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leaſt, have the comfort of affluence with 
met”: | : 
'You muſt perceive, Mr. Coſens, that this 
is nota new determination: if it had not 
been long made, and continually: fortified, 
I will frankly acknowledge that this would 
not have been a time to have formed it ;— 
nay, Sir, it is to you alone that I ſhould 
have entered into the long detail of my heart 
which is now before you. To any other 
requeſt but yours, a poſitive and unequivo- 
2 negative would have been the only an- 
wer. 1 
There is one thing which 1 had forgot, 
and it is moſt neceſſary that I ſhould remem- 
ber it. My mother is totally ignorant of 
our laſt letter: if ſhe knew the contents, 
have authority might exerciſe itſelf, from 
her love to me, to induce me to accept that 
honour which I now refuſe. I tell you this, 
Sir, with the candour you deſerve; and be 
aſſured ſhe ſhall never be informed of it b 
me. If ſhe ſhould be made acquainted with 
it by any-one, it may occaſion me to be 
uilty of diſobedience to a parent whom I 
hve never yet diſobeyed; and make me 
_ conſider the perſon who occaſioned my 
crime, as an enemy to the honour and re- 
* of my life, who ſhould be immediate- 
y caſt off from my friendſhip, and even ac- 
quaintance, for ever. * 
I have done From motives of real 
reſpect and regard, your letter is * 


(. 29s )) 


dy conſigned to the flames. I have no right 
to keep it, and I could not return it to 
you leſt it might give you a momentary im- 

prefſion chat could be guilty of an ungra- 
cious act towards you. Every other 
mark of your favour and friendſhip I ſhall 
keep while I live, and ever retain a due 
ſenſe of their eſtimation . That you may be 
happy is the wiſh and prayer of my heart. 
L cannot deſire to change my feelings; they 
are my pride and my contentment. I ay 
ſure you muſt approve them; 0's 08 — 
amid "he honour and happineſs of your 
ture life, you may not quite ceaſe to re- 
member-one who — to be, with 
the-greateſ reſpec, 2 


Vour moſt obliged, 
a Humble Servant, Tn. 
i Maris — 
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To Miſs Delaunois. 


1 HAVE received your letter with e- 


qual grief and admiration ! bend 


myſelf to your decree Il ſubmit my- 


felf to your will — but the conſummate 
happineſs to which 1 aſpire, is not to be 
reſigned without a ſtruggle. You ſhall at- 
tend your excellent parent without any in- 
terruption; be a right hand unto her; conti- 
nue to ſupport and comfort her; and with 
ſuch a ogy hay ſuch a conſolation, whate- 
ver may her afflictions, ſhe is to be 
greatly envied. But the time muſt come 
when Heaven will complete theſe duties, 
and I ſhall think myſelf bleſt: when they 
are over, will give me hopes that the 
requeſt of my laſt letter will be granted. 
This would make me happy ; and the in- 
termediate time might be employed in en- 
deavouring to render myſelf more worthy 
of you, This propoſal, which I offer 


with the moſt tender humility, may, I 


truſt be accepted, without interfering with 


any duty you may have to perform. Alas! 


if my heart could be expoſed to your view, 
you would not ſee its bleeding apprehenſi- 
ons without a deſire to calm them. 


Your 


Cs) 
Vour wiſhes for my happineſs are kind and 
welcome to me; but even your wiſhes muſt 
be vain, if you do not grant thoſe of your 
moſt faithful and ſincere 4 91 


J Gofens, 
- Ta Jonathan Coſens, E/q. 


8 


1 FLAT TERE D myſelf, Sir, that! 
had been ſo fortunate as to render the 


ſtate of my heart, and the preſent purpofe 
E, 


of my li fectly intelligible to you. 
While my * inns, | hive 41 
not to enter into any engagement; and 1 
ſhould think the declaration of my laſt let- 
ter entirly broken, and the groſſeſt indeli- 
cacy committed by me, if I were to form 
any views of pleaſure or ſatisfaction which 
I were to enjoy to a completion on her 
death. The very thought of ſuch an event 
is truly afflicting to me, and makes me 
ſhudder as I write; how then 1s it poſſible 
that I can unite ideas of happineſs with it. 
I am reſolved, if human care can prolong 
life, to exert mine to the utmoſt for the 


continuance of hers; and, attached to that 


duty, 
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2 Miß Delaunois. 


HAVE received your letter with e- 
qual grief and admiration ! bend 


myſelf to your decree -i ſubmit my- 


felf to your will-—but the confummate 
— — to which 1 aſpire, is not to be 
reſigned without a ſtruggle. You ſhall at- 
tend your excellent parent without any in- 
terruption; be a right hand unto her; conti- 
nue to ſupport and comfort her; and with 
ſuch a prop and ſuch a conſolation, whate- 
ver may her afflictions, ſhe is to be 
greatly envied. But the time muſt come 
when Heaven will complete theſe duties, 
and I ſhall think myſelf bleſt: when they 
are over, you will give me hopes that the 
requeſt of my laſt letter will be granted. 
This would make me happy ; and the in- 
termediate time might be employed in en- 
deavouring to render myſelf more worthy 
of you. -This propoſal, whieh I offer 


with the moſt tender humility, may, I 


truſt be accepted,without interfering with 


any duty you may have to perform. Alas! 
if my heart could be expoſed to your view, 


you would not ſee its bleeding apprehenſi- 
ons without a deſire to calm them. 


Your 


(' 275" ) 
Your wiſhes for my happineſs are kind and 
welcome to me; but even your wiſhes muſt 
be vain, if you do not grant thoſe of your 
moſt faithful and ſincere | 


- J. Caſens. 
- Ta Jonathan Coſens, Eſg. 8 
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FLAT TERE D myſelf, Sir, that 1 
had been ſo fortunate as to render the 
ſtate of my heart, and the preſent purpoſe 
of my life, perfectly intelligible to you. 
While my mother lives, I have determined 
not to enter into any engagement; and 1 
ſhould think the declaration of my laſt let- 
ter entirly broken, and the groſſeſt indeli- 
cacy committed by me, if I were to form 
any views of pleaſure or ſatisfaction which 
I were to enjoy to a completion on her 
death. The very thought of ſuch an event 
is truly afflicting to me, and makes me 
ſhudder as I write; how then 1s it poſſible 
that I can unite ideas of happineſs with it. 
I am reſolved, if human care can prolong 
life, to exert mine to the utmoſt for the 
continuance of hers; and, attached to that 


duty; ” 
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duty, I think of no other but what is inti- 
mately connected with it. When that ſhall 
be at an end, and Heaven ſhall have taken 
the beſt of women and of parents to itſelf, 

a new ſcene will open before me, new cir- 
cumfſtarices may ariſe; and the common re- 
ſolutions of time and chance may have ſuc- 
ceeded: the eye may then look to different 
objects, and the heart be impreſſed with 
feelings very oppoſite to'thoſe of the pre- 
ſent moment.— I do not mean, Sir, to 
throw the ſhadow of a doubt over your pre- 
ſent ſincerity ; or to ſuſpect any of the ma- 
ny virtues which adorn you. I poſſeſs a 
real admiration of them; and I can ſay no 
More, 1 | | - 

It is an heavy affliction to be obliged to 
turn myſelf from you; but prudence, honour, 
and duty, all urge me to it, and I muſt obey 
them. It is alfo with concern that I foreſce 
an end to that p , fraternal intercourſe, 
which has ſubſiſted between us ſince I firſt 

had the honour of knowing you. I am 
poſſeſſed with a melanchol - oreboding that 


this letter may be the laſt I ſhall ever write 


to you. If fo, Sir, 1 muſt bid you farewel! 
To hear of your future honours and happi- 
neſs, if the fame of them ſhould ever reach 
my retirement, will be very pleaſant to me. 
We have converſed and written upon more 
pleaſing ſubjects Alas, what am ! 
doing?——My paper is already blotted 
with my tears; but thoſe of friendſhip can- 
1 | . 5 0 
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not diſgrace me! perhaps, they may 
ſerve to embalm the remerabrance o : 


Maria Delauncis. 


To Miſs Delaunois. 


AM in deſpair !-——-my hand trembles 

as I write ; and my heart bleeds with 
the wounds which you have made. 
Cruel perfection — My happineſs is va- 
niſhed like a dream; and hope, the laſt 
comfort of the miſerable, fades from be- 
fore me. You would not tell me,——but 
ſome rival poſſeſſes your heart——ſome fe- 
cret paſſion. revels there, and excludes me 
from it. Your cruel decree will baniſh me 
from my home, my family, my friends, 
and native country. You will ſee me no 
more! You will hear from me no more 
Perhaps the ocean may be my grave, 
and ſave me from the ſlow poiſon of forrow 
that is in me: but be aſſured, if I ſhould 
ſurvive danger and hardſhip, if my griefs 
ſhoud not deſtroy me, I will never ſet my 
foot on my native ſhore, [ will never 
return to my friends aud native home, till 
my heart has loſt every impreſſion of you. 


5 Jonathan ce, 
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To the Reverend Mr. Morgan. 


| 


Carlton Hal 
Reverend Sir, 


1 HAVE not time to explain my rea- 
ſons for troubling you with this letter; 
but 1 have very intereſting and urgent mo- 
tives to be informed of the ſituation and 
character of Mrs. Delaunois and her daugh- 
ter, who reſide in your city. Every au- 


theritic circumſtance concerning them I 


with very much to know; and you will 
greatly oblige me, by uſing as much expe- 
dition in your enquiries and anſwer, as 
the nature of the buſineſs will admit. In 
my next I ſhall explain myſelf farther ; and, 
tor the preſent, this matter 1s to reſt be- 


tween yourſelt and, 
72 Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 


G gorge Coſens. 


75 
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To Jonathan Coſens, Eis. 


ASH, imprudent man!] Sufpend 
vour haſty purpoſe If there yet re- 
mains in your breaſt one ſpark of regard to 
your own honour, or any tenderneſs for 
mine, baniſh not yourſelf from your family, 


your friends, and your country. Your re- 


proaches are bitter indeed, and I have not 


deſerved them. Alas! you have no rival; 


and if I have a ſecret paſſion, it is ingrati- 
tude in you to puniſh it. — Will it calm your 
rage to tell you, that, if my heart has ever 
received for a moment the tender, impreſ- 
cons of any image, it is yours? 
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' To Sir George Coſens. 


 Heneured Hr, 


| TTHOUT removing from the 
VVV chair in which 1 was fitting when 
I recervedthe favour of your commands, I 
am able to give you the moſt entire ſatis- 
faction concerning Mrs. and Mifs 5, 
from my confidential intimacy with them. 

Mrs. D-—, whoſe maiden name was 
1 a native of Lauſanne, 

and; married, greatly againſt t 

conſent of her parents, r B. an of- 
ficer of rank and reputation in one of the 
Swiſs regiments in the French ſervice, with 

whom ſhe lived happy, though forſaken by 
all her family, except a grandmother, who 
at her death left her about ſeven thouſand 


pounds. Soon after this event, her huſband 


died he alſo, He paſſed the more early 
part of his life in England ; ſpoke the lan- 
guage well, and had taught it to his lady; 
and was coatinually wiſhing to have it in his 

»wer to retire thither. He therefore, on 

is death- bed, * ſtrongly recommended it to 
her, to inveſt her fortune in the Britiſh 


1 funds, and to make England the place of 


ber 


7 —— — 1 n a 


bitant for about nine months; 
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her future habitation. The laſt action of 
his life was the writing a letter to a relation, 
who was ſettled in London, to recommend 
his widow and infant daughter to his care. 
Accordingly, in the courſe of a few months 
ſhe arrived in England, and fixed herfelf in 
one of the retired ſtreets near Marybone, 
where ſhe huſbanded her little income with 
the moſt rigid cxconony, to keep up 
ſomething of a decent appearance and to be 
enabled to have the moſt eminent maſters in 
every branch of ſcience. her re- 
ſidence there, the gentleman to whole care 
her hnſband had recommended her, made 
her an offer of marriage, which ſhe refuſed, 
though he was extremely rich, becauſe ſhe 
would not ſuffer any- thing to mare the du- 
ty and affection ſhe owed to her child. 
continued, however, to be a ver 
excellent friend to her till his death, 
when he proved his high 8 of f her merit. 
by a ar of ten thouſa 

now enabled to extend — en of lle. ſhe 
removed to Chelſea, where, as her daugh- 
ter grew up, ſhe ſaw company, and . 
ed acquaintances. But having been afflict- 
ed with a ſlight ſtroke of an y, ſhe 
was adviſed to reſide at Bath for the benefits 
of the waters, where ſhe has been an inhas 


Mrs. Delaunois is a very polite, well in- 
formed, excellent nee and RH? difors 
vers the remains of no commow beauty. 1 
Vol. III. N remember 


- ” 22 
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remember, that, on my accidentally men- 
tioning your name, ſhe ſaid ſhe remember- 


ed to have ſeen you frequently at her fa- 
ther's houſe, when you were upon your tra- 
vels. As for her daughter, it is not in my 
—_ to do her juſtice. I believe, a more 
ovely, amiable, or ſenſible young woman ne- 
ver graced the world. She is now her mother's 


nurſe, and ſuffers nothing, not even the moſt 
menial office, to be done, in her preſence, by 


any hand but her own. To ſee her in theexer- 
ciſe of her filial duties, is a picture for hea- 
ven to contemplate with pleaſure. She is mo- 
deſt, gentle, affable, and cheartul, and poſſeſſ- 
ed of every accompliſhment that gives grace 
tobeauty. My daughter is honoured with her 
friendſhip, and not a day paſſes but I hear 
of ſome act of original and ſolid excellence. 
I can add no more, but that I hope the ac- 
count I have the honour to tranſmit you 
will prove to your ſatisfaction. I am, with 
the greateſt reſpect, yours, &c, 


 Nathamiel Morgan. 


P. S. As yeſterday was not the-poſt-day for 
the north, I left my letter unſealed, that, if 
any thing further ſhould occur, 1 add 
it; and an event has happened, which it 
will be moſt proper for you to know. 
Mrs. Delaunois is dead. I was ſent for to 
her early this morning, and found her 1 


(6283) 
the laſt agony. The young lady is at my 
houſe, where ſhe ſtruggles againſt her grief, 
with thoſe reflections that reaſon pay reli- 
gion ſupply, and the conſciouſneſs of hav- 
ing left no duty unperformed to her deceaſ- 
ed parent. She has deſired to remain with 
me for the preſent; and I believe ſhe will 
be eaſily perſuaded to accompany me into 
Yorkſhire unleſs her new-married friend, 
Lady Singleton, ſhould inſiſt u her go- 
ing 1nto Kropthire, But I lay nothing 
on this ſubject, till I have the honour o 
another letter from Carlton. 
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To Dr. Lancafter. 


Carlton Hull. | 
| . My dear and reverend Sir, 


NH E life of our dear boy becomes at 
length more intereſting; he is in 
love, and, as you, foretold, in the extre- 
 mity of that paſſion, but, contrary to the 
proverb, it ſeems to be directed with wiſ- 
dom. +; i | 
Yeſterday morning ] had talked to him a- 
bont taking a tour for three or four months 
in France with Mr Freeman, who had moſt 
kindly promiſed to accompany him. My 
deſign was to ſend him to the academy at 
Angers, where young Mr. Hudaleſton is 
going. He did not ſeem, however, to en- 
ter very readily into the propoſal ; ſo I 
was reſolved, for the preſent, to ſay no 
more about it: but in the evening he came 
to me in my library, with a degree of haſte 
as if he had been flying from danger, and 
a look as if he had been encountering it; 
and told me, that he was ready to enter 
upon the propoſed tour as ſoon as I ſhould 
think proper. I unmediately* aroſe, and, 
ay # iT © >... 26g 


c 


| 
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taking him by the hand, deſired him to tell 
me his diſtreſs; when, after an affecting 
ſhower of tears, he informed me that he 
had made an acquaintance with a young la- 


dy at Bath, whom he thought worthy ot 
all his regard; but that he did not commu- 
nicate the affair to me, till he was convin- 
ced of her worth, and the ſolidity of his 
own paſſion that being perfectly ſatiſ- 
fed in both theſe reſpects, he wrote to beg 
her pertniffion to pro her to me as my 
future niece, which the abſolutely refuſed, 
declaring her intention never to marry du- 
ring her mother's life, He ſhewed me her 
wers to the letters he wrote upon the oc- 
caſion, and I read them with uncommon 
pleaſure. The ſentiments were of the } cn 
| ideſt virtue, e fled with equal force 
and elegance, but ſoftened with expreſhons 
that convinced me the caſe was, by no 
means deſperate. I therefore, took him 
in my arms, and bid his heart be at reſt; 
fot | would undertalte to make him happy. 
I ſent him to be comforted by his aunt, 
and immediately wrote to Mr. Morgan, at 
Bath, upon the buſineſs; who has returned 
me the moſt exalted character of the young 
lady, whom be iutimiately knows, and with 
_ whoſe family I have formerly been well ac- 
_ _ quainted. He informs me alſo that her 
mother died the morning that the letter 
came away; ſo that I hope, very ſhortly, - 
M4 to 


* 
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to give you an account of Jon being 
finally and happily eſtabliſhed. 

When this wiſhed-for and much deſired 
event ſhall take place, I mean to retire to 

another houſe I have about five mile from 

Carlton, and leave that to the young folks. 


Ar. Freeman is with us, and buſy in 
fitting up his little manſion- He informs 
me that Mrs. Lancaſter declines ſo faſt, 
that it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould ſurvive m 
weeks. I need not write to you of ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the will of Heaven, who have well 
taught it to others; but I cannot help ex- 
preſſing a wiſh, that, as we began life, we 
may cloſe it together. You have done your 
duty ; you have long laboured, like a faith- 
ful ſervant, in the vineyard ; and it will 
not be neglecting your Maſter's ſervice to 
leave it to him who has, for ſome years, 
aſſiſted you in the duties of it. You may 
: reſign your living; I will preſent your cu- 
rate to it; and nothing will remain for 
vou, but to come and paſs your latter days 
with me. It will do us both good; we 
ſhall be fit companions for each other, and 
ſhall be ſo ſituated as to receive the duties 
of children, without being a perſonal re- 
ſtraint upon them. My ſetting ſun will go 
don more pleaſantly in having you with 
me; and, after near thirty years general 
abſence from me, I flatter myſelf you oo 
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find a comfort in finiſhing your courſe with 


4 


your moſt ſincere and affectionate 


George Cofens. 
Te the Reverend Mr, Morgan. 


Carlton Hall, 


Reverend Si r, 


HAVE received your obliging letter, 

which you will be convinced gave me 

great ſatisfaction, when you have read the 

contents of this. It is the earneſt wiſh of 

my nephew's heart, and I moſt ſincerely 

| concur with it, that Miſs Delaunois ſhould 

= become my niece. I remember her family 

well, and was acquainted with her mother 

| when ſhe was what you deſcribe the daugh- 

ter to be: The buſineſs of this letter, 

therefore, is to deſire you, at a propper | 

time and opportunity, to aſk permiſſion for 

me to make propoſals of marriage to her 7 
on behalf of Mr. Coſens. He is her moſt 
faithful and tender admirer, as ſhe well 
N 4 KNOWS ; 
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knows ; and I flatter myſelf, that ſhe will 
honour him with a return, which will fe- 
2 not only his happineſs, but that 


Your very faithful, 


| Humble ſervant, 


George Coſens. 


To 


(„ 
To Mr. Freeman. 


Gromftadt Caſtle: 
My dear Friend, 


H E ſubject of this letter will, I he- 
2 heve, very much affect you: the 
enclofed paper contains the laſt farew el of 
Leonora. Soon after her artival at this 
place, though ſne was always tranquil and 
1lometumes chearful, ſne, now and then, 
gave tokens of a wandering mind that a- 
latmed us. However, this hanpened but 
ſeidom, and not in ſuch a manner as to be 
-viſible to any body but ourſetves.. But 
matters ſoon took a different turn witli her, 
trom a caſual cireumſtance which could not 
de foreſrenn. This was the arrival of a ſer- - 
vam of Mr. Williams', who; being a native 
of thiscourmry, had obtained his matter's per- 
miſſidn to paſs ſome time in it. The good 
old gentleman took this opportunity to en- 
quire after Leonora, and to accompany the 
enquiry with a fmall chryſtal heart, en- 
rithed with diamonds, which encloſed a 
tmall lock of out deceaſed friends hair. 
51. N 5 This 
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This little event, in ſome degree affected 
her; but my apprehenſions were beyond 
all bounds, when I underſtood that the 
meſſenger had i —— informed her of 
every particular that marked Mr. Williams's 
fatal end. However, nothing of that vio- 
lence and diſorder which I expected aroſe 
on this ſad intelligence. On the contrary, it 
produced, at once, a deciſive determination 
to enter into a convent of nuns, half a day's 
Journey from hence, who are remarkable 
for the auſterity of their diſcipline. We 
ſoon found this reſolution was not to be op- 
poſed though we ſubmitted with a reluc- 
tant ſorrow. The motives of this extraor- 
dinary ſtep you will find in the encloſed 
letter to yourſelf. She has rewarded the 
tervant with great liberality: your poor 
triend's watch and pictures nech deſired 
may be tranſmitted to you, and her dia- 
monds ſne has preſented to the Counteſs. 
The greater ſhare of her money ſhe has 
given to the convent; and, after havin 
ordered another part of it to be diſtribut 
m pious uſes, ; ſhe; has bequeathed, for ſo 
I muſt call it, the reſidue to you. It amounts to 
about twenty- five thouſand livres of France, 
which, with the trinkets, 1 ſhall take the firſt 
opportunity of remitting to you. She reſerv- 
ed nothing to herſelf but the chryſtal heart, 
which ſhe faſtened to a ſmall cord with her 
own hands, and having hung it from her 
neck, deelared it ſhould accompany her to 


the 


291 
We attended her a feẽ days 


the grave. 
ago to the convent, where ſne immediately 
entered upon the noviciate; and we em- 
braced her for the laſt time, as ſhe deſired, 


on no account whatever, to let her ſee us 
any more. | | 

This buſineſs, as you may ſuppoſe, has 
greatly diſarranged us: however, our uſual 
tranquillity begins to dawn upon us; and EF 
truſt and pray that this unfortunate lady 
may find that conſolation in the auſtere 
duties of religion, which the world did not 
afford her. : 1 
As I am informed you poſſeſs fo pleaſing 
and reſpectable a ſituation in your own coun- 
try, I cannot flatter myſelf that you will 
ever pay a viſit to fo diſtant a place as this: 
however, it will afford a welcome and an 


home to you, if ever you ſhould come to 


it, or any of t friends who may bring 
any tidings of you. We have long had a 
very great deſire to viſit England, and we 
fhould have already enjoyed that ſatisfacti- 
on, had I not wiſhed to let our two ſons 
accompany us; and to make the voyage 
profitable to them, we muſt wait three or 
four years before we can execute our pur- 
poſe. I hope, however, to hear oecafion- 
ally from you, and to find you well and 
happy, when we make our propoſed vifit 
to your kingdom. The Counteſs joins me 
in the real regard 'which I defire you to ac- 


cept 


| ( 


cept from your moſt ſincere and faithful 
triend, NTT TIS 


Count Gromſtadt. 


To Mr. Freeman, 


O V deceived ne,——and I thank you 
for the dcception ; but TI am now in- 
ſtructed that Mr. Williams died by his own 
hand. I, alas! am the chief cauſe of this 
horrid act, and Heaven has made it known 
to me, that my future ſufferings might ex- 
piate his offence and my own. When you 
receive this letter, I ſhall be enduring every 
-* Tigor that religion will allow; I ſhall 
alrcady be an inhabitant of that cloiſter 
whoſe hollow arches reſound with the groans 
of diſſatisfied repentance. . I have left ſome 
remembrances, which, will be grateful to 
you, though ſuch a faithful heart as yours 
wants no aid to enliven the feelings of vir- 
tue. I received the account of your hap- 
pineſs with unfeigned pleaſure. Tell my 
father, ——for I ſhall for once call him mine, 
that I thank him for it, and that I bend 
me down with gratitude for the laſt pater- 
nal gift he made me, which has proved 
my ſalvation. It accompanied me to that 


cell 


6330 

cell which now encloſes your friend: it will, 
there add bitterneſs to my tears, force to my 
groans, and ſharpneſs to the ſtripe. If the 
virtues and ſufferings of his life are not ſuf- 
ficient to atone for the laſt act of it, I truſt 
that the rigors to which I devote myſelf, 
will, in time, ſatisfy divine juſtice. It is 
that hope which animates my zeal, willlead 
me to midnight penitence, and direct the 
ſcourge, which ere your eyes ſhall meet this 
per, will have been wet with my blood. 
ay every happineſs and comfort attend 
you! My laſt prayers 1n this world will be 
for thoſe that have loved me. But when the 
gates, which are full in my view, are once 
cloſed upon me, I ſhall ſee them no more, 

—they will be no more to me, a trem- 
bling victim devoted to appeaſe the wrath of 
Heaven !-———As to the world, I ſhall foon 
be no more, and am on the threſhold of the 
houſe of death. You will already conſider 
me as the food of worms. Accept,” then, 
my laſt adieu. When you ſhall receive this 
letter, as it may relate to the world and to 

you, nought will remain of / 


Leonora. 


To 
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T5 Sir George Coſens. | 


— 
Flonoured Sir, | 


ITHOUT prolonging my letter by 
the relation of circumſtances which 
are by no means materia], I have the very 
great pleaſure to acquaint you, by the com- 
mand of Miſs Delaunois, that ſhe is deep- 
ly ſenſible of the honour which you and 
Mr. Coſens have done her in the requeſt 
communicated by me, and begs me to aſ- 
you, that her heart would condemn her as 
much for refuſing it at this time, as, be- 
fore her mother's death, it would have re- 
proached her for granting it. 

I have reſigned my ſchool, and ſettled all 

my affairs here: in the 3 of next week 

I ſhall ſer off with my family for Yorkſhire. 
Miſs Delaunois will accompany us, and [ 

doubt not but you will tell me that ſhe far 
tranſcends my deſcription of her. In 
about a fornight I ſhall hope to have the ho- 
nour of ſeeing you at Carlton. In the mean 
time, and at all times, I am, with the 
_ greateſt reſpect, your moſt faithful, &c. 


Nathaniel Morgan. 
To 
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To Sir George Coſens. + 


% 


| My dear and honoured Friend, 


7 OUR laſt letter came in due time 
to give me _ conſolation, as, the 
very morning it arrived, my dear wite had 
exchanged this world for a better. It was 
a duty I could ſcarce ſuſtain to conſign her 
remains to earth, but, as it was her laſt 
requeſt. I was determined to comply with 
it. TI have alto hal another-taſk, of a leſs 
awful, but very affecting nature, in takin 
farewel of my little flock, whom I had ſo 
long ted, and who loved their ſhepherd. 
My laſt inſtructions were accompanied with 
the tears of preacher and people; and, 1 
truſt, this teſtimony of their affection for 
me, is a forerunner of the reward which I 
ſhall receive when I pen my fold for eter- 
=P 177.25 5.0977 OH #' & Dana | 
The happy proſpect of eſtabliſhing Mr. 
Coſens is moſt pleaſing to me. The ſoci- 
ety of a virtuous woman is the beſt preſer- 
vative from the contagion of a wicked 
world; and who knows but this very at- 
tachment, which muſt have commenced 
ſoon after his arrival, has proved his _ 
8 | | ote 
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it continue to be poured down 
and paſs, through yo, to all around you, 


ts ) _ 
dote againſt the follies and incautions of his 
age. 

Your offer to paſs my remaining life with 
you, I moſt gladly accept. I ſhall take 
my laſt leave of this place next week. I 
ſhall call on the biſhop in my way to you, 
and leave my reſignation with him, He: is 
an excellent-man, and my. old friend, _— 
I ſhall be glad to ſee him once more. 
ſhall trouble you with little but myſelf; : 


few pictures and remembrances o worthy . 


OG CO e me. 
hat remains at the parſ _—_ bs: pre- 
ſented to the pious Lr lent man vo 
have 8 to ſucceed me. 
It is a moſt pleaſing idea, amid the af- 
fecting cireumftances with which I have 
been turrounded, and from which 1 qe 


no means free, to think that we ſhall pa 


our cloſing years, if it ſhall pleaſe God to 
make them r. There is 0 


one in this workd 1 love and hondur ſo much 
as you ard yours, and I have received every 
pofiible proof of your friendly tegard for 


me, which this laſt kindneſs has fully con- 


firmed. We ſhall alſo 


ſſeſs this com- 
fort,” that, as we have 


attained three- 


5 ſcore years, whoever is left behind will not 


have long to remain after his friend, but 
ſoon follow to the eternal world. But, 


white we ſtay in this, may the bleſſings of 
you, 


| (4 997 ) 
and, among the reſt, w your molt obliged 


and affectionate 
Thomas Lancaſter. 
To Lady Singleton, 
My deareſt Friend, © WORMS e 


: 


HEN you were informed. how 
immediately the _ of 2 mo- 


ther followed 
will, 2 322 m > Rs eee 
Miſs —_ to write my congratu 
for me, They were _ ſincere, 1 
they proceeded from a very afflicted hear 

of theſe things we muſt talk — 
more. The bounty and favour of Provi- 
dence ſeem to attend us; and it is a | 


of our gratitude to communicate our 
to each other. 


K ou know more about me, I find 83 
your letter to Miſs Morgan, than I know 
y about myſelf. You have certainly proved 
q a true pro pheteſs in this great event, but 


not 
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not in the circumſtances of it. I ſteadily 
kept the reſolution I made, and would have 
kept it, while the cauſe of keeping it re- 
mained; and the ſame principle whch ſup- 
ported me in it, will, I hope, inſpire me 
with equal zeal to fulfill another ſpecies of 
duty, which will ſoon be mine. Great 
properations are making. Sir George is to 
ave Mr. Coſens in poſſeſſion of Carlton, 
and retires to the manor-houfe of this 
place; a wild romantic, and very beautiful 
ſituation. However, they will be but as 
. ene, ſince a new road is making between 
dhe two places, through a delightful tract 
of about five miles, without paſſing off the 
family eſtates .I am to be the object of 
great generoſity on the part of my future 
uncle. Do you know, my dear Lady 
Singleton, that ſome how or other. I trem- 
ble at the proſperity which awaits me! 
I the good things of this world can 
make us happy, we muſt be ſo: but they 
Will not do alone, if we do not uſe them 
with 1 and continual prudence. You 
already know what it is to be united 
virtuous love: ere a few days I ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the fame happy experience as my 
friend. While I live I ſhall be yours! but 
20m > write to you again I ſhall no longer 
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Maria Delaunois 


To 


OO I ade ad Ga 


: . To the Lady Dowager Singleton. 


+ 


Carlton Hall—— 


RETURN you a thouſand thanks, 

my dear Lady Singleton, for your 
obliging letter with Mrs Barker's account 
of the young lady who is to be my future 
niece.” I really thought ſhe had coloured 
beyond nature, but now I think ſhe has not 
done her juſtice. Miſs Delaunois paid her 
firſt viſit to Carlton yeſterday, and Jona- 
than went to eſcort her from Mr. Morgan's. 
My old beau of a brother had dreſſed him 


in all his beſt upon the occaſion; and When 


the coach arrived he drew on his gloves, re- 
ceived her at the hall-door, and handed her 
to the drawing- room, where I was dying 
with expectation. The moment ſhe enter- 
ed, I was ſtruck ſtupid. She was in 
mourning for her mother, and the concern 


for her loſs not worn off her countenance. 
When my brother preſented her to me, ſhe 
came'forward, and, with a grace not to be 


deſcribed, took my hand and kifled it, and 
ſo much was I aſtoniſhed, that I ſygered 


all this to paſs before I ſnatched her to my 
_. LETT, e | 


Her 


( gov ) 
Her behaviour through the whole day 
was unreſerved, but modeſt and reſpectful. 


She was neither ſilent nor talkative ; and 


when touched the harpfichord and ſung, 
it was Saint Cecilia herſelf: in ſhort, 
ſhe is every-thing ſhe ought to be and 
when ſhe left us in the evening, my 
brother, whoſe folemnity you know is pro- 
digious, was actually engaged in 1 
a tune and and dancing to it, and I ſhoul 
certainly have ſeen the old gentleman finiſh 
his jig, if 1 could have kept counte- 
nance. Indeed, here are to be ſuch do- 
ings as never were known before. Sir 
George is abſolutely crazy. The Carlton 
eſtates are to be given to young a 10 
The houſe is to be idly furniſh- 
ed, while the old furniture, among 
which is your humble ſervant, are to be 
— to Mapletoft ; a diſmal croaking 
ind of a , about five miles diſtant. 
I bad alſo determined to celebrate this 


- joyful event by founding an hoſpital in the 


pariſh - for - fix old maiden women: and 


though I was beat out of my purpoſe, 1 


think it would have been prudent to have 


perſiſted in it; as, from the manner of 


proceeding, the family is in a fair way of 
— 2 and I ſhould then, at all e- 
vents, have ſecured a retreat for myſelf. '1 


with, from my heart, that all this buſineſs 


was at an end, and we were once more at 
reſt ; for there is nothing from morning 4 
1-H night. 
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night, but crying and whining, ſome for 
Joys and others for gratitude, and ſo on; 
that there never was ſuch a happy, mi- 
ſerable ſet of people met together ſince the 
Flood. In ſhort, - every body is out of 
their right ſenſes ; and I laugh every half 
hour at the ſimpletons about me. Though 
your fon is but juſt married, and our ne- 
phew has not yet attained that honour would 
you believe it, that alliances are already 
making between their future offspring, by 
my brother and his party? and they are 
as pleaſed with the thoughts of it, as if 

the puppets were before them. +: 3; Fee 
| Beſides, to compleat the buſineſs, we 
are to go to town after Chriſtmas, to be as 
fooliſh and extravagant as the reſt of the 
world; and, above all things, to ſit for 
our pictures. My old fool of of a brother 


muſt have portraits of his children at Ma- 


pletoft; and his children muſt have the 
pictures of their uncle and aunt at Carlton, 
where my ghaſtly figure is to ſpoil the fineſt 
drawing- room in the county. But this is 
not all, twenty years hence, or perhaps 
ſooner, I ſhall be ſhewn to every-one who - 
comes to ſee the houſe, as a lady of the 
family who was ſo unfortunate as never to 
have that delightful thing called an huſband, 
and be pitied by every dirty female who 
has a gold ring upon her finger. But ſo it is, 
Lady Singleton, with all my freedom, I 
neyer have a will of my own; though - 


in 
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in this jaunt, which will, probably, be my 
laſt,my inclinations will be highly gratified 
m the 8 of ſeein ng you, which has 


ever been, and eyer will be, a very ack- 


| 23 ſatisfaction to, your affectionate 
friend, 


> | Catharine Co "KY 
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